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Scouts Royal Navy recognition ensign

Southbourne Sea Scouts founded by Charles Brundrett in May 1933

Log book entries  
September 1939  to  8th April 1945

The old log books are kept by Dave Thompson.
Some years ago he and Tim Green photographed every page

which explains a lot regarding the quality



Britain declared war on Germany on 1st September 1939

Neville Chamberlain appeared before the House of 
Commons just after 6pm and made the announcement.
 "It now only remains for us to set our teeth and to enter 

upon this struggle, which we ourselves earnestly 
endeavoured to avoid, with determination to see it through 

to the end",   he declared. 
"We shall enter it with a clear conscience, with the support 

of the Dominions and the British Empire, and the moral 
approval of the greater part of the world“

Germany surrendered on 7th May 1945
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Entries taken from
Southbourne Sea Scouts Log Books
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 Coast watching weekend - Hayling Island

   September 2nd and 3rd 1939.
The first 24-hour spell of coast watching duty was carried out
this weekend by: Patrol Leader Stuart Everitt, Patrol Leaders
Basil and Philip Asby and 2nd Jim Lockton.  
From 6:00 pm Saturday evening until the same time on Sunday
two-hour watches were kept with the coastguards, and a 
log kept. A very considerable amount of shipping was noted 
as it passed up and down the channel. Also small vessels making Chichester harbour. 
A rough night with heavy thunder and lightning provided excitement, particularly when two 
of the barrage balloons over Portsmouth were struck and came down in flames. 

An aeroplane in trouble sent up distress signals which were answered and messages sent 
calling out a lifeboat to their assistance. Altogether an interesting experience.

October14th Jack Binstead, Fred Benford 
and Alan Watts went to Hayling to do a 24 
hours spell of duty only to find the whole 
coast watching scheme for scouts had 
been closed down until further notice.  
Jack and Ben spent the night in the Den. 



Sinking of the Royal Oak at Scapa Flow

4



5

1939   -  Cecil Spencer and Ted Bailey HMS Royal Oak 
was torpedoed and sunk at Scapa Flow on October 14th 

and among the 800, of her 1234  crew,  who went down 
with her were Cecil Spencer and Ted Bailey.
Cecil (No.18) and Ted ( No.16)  joined our troop in 1934

Cecil Spencer and Ted Bailey, 
HMS Royal Oak was torpedoed and sunk at Scapa Flow on 
October 14th 1939 and among the 800 number of her crew 
who went down with her, were Cecil Spencer and Ted Bailey. 
Cecil and Ted joined the troop in 1934. Ted left in 1935 when he started work at a garage.
He went to sea as a bellboy in 1937 and joined the Saint Vincent in April 1938. He was a 
cheery little chap and well-liked by all, 
Cecil was in the troop for 3 1/2 years, leaving to join Saint Vincent in April 1938. He was 
patrol leader of the Seagulls for nearly two years. An excellent seaman, he held the 
Boatsman and Oarsman badges and spent considerable time on the water. He also held 
ambulance, cyclist and artist badges and was close to getting both first class and the 
signallers badges when he left. A boy who was not only a credit to his troop, but also a 
decided asset who was greatly missed when he passed to other activities.
 Both these lads have made the greatest sacrifice possible in the service of their country, 
and they will not be forgotten in this troop.
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14th Oct 1939
14th Oct 1939



HMS Royal Oak - October 14th 1939
as one of five Revenge-class battleships built for the Royal 
Navy during the First World War. Completed in 1916, Royal 
Oak first saw combat at the Battle of Jutland as part of the 
Grand Fleet. 
On 14 October 1939, Royal Oak was anchored at Scapa Flow 
in Orkney, Scotland, when she was torpedoed by the 
German submarine U-47. Of Royal Oak's complement of 
1,234 men and boys, 833 were killed that night or died later 
of their wounds. The loss of the outdated ship—the first of 
the five Royal Navy battleships and battlecruisers sunk in 
the Second World War—did little to affect the numerical 
superiority enjoyed by the British navy and its Allies, but the 
sinking had considerable effect on wartime morale. The raid 
made an immediate celebrity and war hero out of the U-
boat commander, Günther Prien, who became the first 
German submarine officer to be awarded the Knight's Cross 
of the Iron Cross. 
Before the sinking of Royal Oak, the Royal Navy had 
considered the naval base at Scapa Flow impregnable to 
submarine attack, the raid demonstrated that the German 
Navy was capable of bringing the war to British home 
waters. 

Branded the ‘first great tragedy’ of 
the war, the sinking claimed the 
lives of 834, of the 1,234 crew, 
including  135 boy sailors, not yet 
18 years old. The largest ever such 
loss in a single Royal Navy action
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Today H.M.S. Mohawk, a destroyer of the Tribal Class, 
was struck by a bomb dropped from raiding enemy 
aircraft in the Firth of Forth and her captain and fifteen 
other members of her crew were killed.  
An old Southbourne Sea Scout, was in the Mohawk and 
was fortunate in escaping injury.  Perhaps we shall be 
able to persuade Fred Richardson to tell us all about it 
when he comes home on leave. 

Oct 17th 1939.
On the above date a meeting was held at the Den at 7pm.  The meeting was carried out in the usual manner.  
Starting with 2nd and 1st class work and towards the end of the meeting games were played.  Just before we 
broke off SM elected new P.L. which were Jim Lockton PL of Wigeons and he chose Chum Cheesman, for 
second.  The Seagulls were not altered in anyway.  A Watts was made PD of Herons and Ian    Second, which 
everybody agreed to.  Then we fell in for prayers and collection of Subs and then we were dismissed by SM, 
and time being 9pm. The patrol on deck cleared up  and the meeting ended.                 J Binstead.  Seagull PL     
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Robert Hotham joined HMS St Vincent and
died during training on 23rd January 1938
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November the 7th 1939 Winter Camp fires. 
This winter we are holding fortnightly 
singsongs in the den. Mr Benford is bringing his 
piano accordion to some of them and today Mr 
Mcculloch came to lead at the programme. He 
also told a fine ghost story he made-up himself. 
Fred Richardson was also with us and told us 
about his life in the Navy and about the air raid 
when his ship The Mohawk was damaged by a 
bomb and many of his shipmates killed in the 
Firth of Forth.

Log book entry above transcript below
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Annual concert. March 28th, 1940. 

Originally arranged to take place on March the 6th and 7th, but 

owing to illness postponed till the 28th, the annual concert was given 

before a packed house. 

In order to avoid using any unnecessarily large amount of paper our 

usual programme ticket was replaced by a simple entrance ticket. 

We were honoured by the assistance of Miss Jezard and of Maurice 

Hall’s band.  Miss Barcham also sang.  We are very grateful their help, 

also Mr McCulloch for his help. 
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October 1940 War service. 
In a more or less rural area, there is not as 
much to do in the way of war service as 
many scouts would like, but we were doing 
what we can, although we do have to keep 
in mind Milton's famous lines, they also 
serve who only stand and wait. 
6 scouts are formed into a rousing party for 
the home guard and they have been called 
out three times or so for various purposes. 
One of these was at 11 at night on one 
occasion. Ian met a foreign body in the 
roadway and came off his cycle quicker 
than is customary.
Fortunately, the military authorities paid 
for the new wheel. Scouts also filled 
sandbags for the home guards. Scouts are 
also messengers for the WVS relay system, 
for use should usual communications fail. 
These have not yet been called out.

Cont’d…
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Cont’d…

Another service is with the ARP Wardens, should they be required. Two have been called 
out to date to help cover windows where the glass was blown out by the blast. 
Paper waste is still coming in in good quantities, although not all scouts are doing their 
duty in this respect. Some of the money obtained from this is to go to the war funds and 
charities.



The letter was received 2 months after the sinking of HMS Mohawk
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March 26, 1941
Dear chums, it was jolly decent of you to drop 
me a few lines, so as I have a few moments to 
spare, I will endeavour to answer your letter.
I am still in fighting fitness, but as you know, 

fighting has been the main thing out here. I 
have been in several engagements with the 
enemy and have had more than my share of 
bombing. 

The Italians are on their last legs owing to the dogged persistence of Army and Air Force.  
Now, of course, we have another front to worry and fight about and by the wireless recently 
things will be flying soon.  
I see that Cyril Mapley has been home on leave, lucky chap. Still, I suppose he’s earned it in a 
way more than we have.  Do you know it is a great worry for us out here to be so far away 
from home and the only connecting link is perhaps one or two letters every 3 months. 
You must excuse this awful scrawl, not a lot like that neat letter I received from young Bill, 
sorry Fred Benford, but I only have a few minutes to spare before I have a spot of dinner.   I 
see that there is an action to the boats, well they may come in handy yet.  
Well, Cherio, keep up the good work and all the luck in the world, you need it.  

F. Richardson.  AB
PS.  As a matter of interest I have seen many Arab sea scouts out here. 



HMS Mohawk - 16th April 1941 Tribal Class 
Destroyer she was struck by two torpedoes fired 
by the Italian Navigatori-class destroyer Tarigo as 
she attacked an Italian convoy and sank off the 
Kerkennah Islands in eastern Tunisia on the early 
hours of 16 April, with the loss of 43 of her crew
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Letter from Ted Lee joined 1934 No. 19

Dear Jim Sir and all Brother Scouts, I thank 
you and greatly appreciate your thoughts in 
wishing me all the best at Christmastide in 
the present situation. It is nice to know that 
one is not forgotten by his brother Scouts 
whom some he may not know or even seen 
in the section to whom he once used to 
belong. Glad to hear that the good spirits of 
scouting still continues to carry on in spite of 
the difficulties in which we meet, and that it 
is the spirits that all good Scout’s should 
show. I wish you every success in your 
Christmas Beano and I'm sure the proceeds 
will be greatly received wherever they go. I 
close this brief letter wishing you and the 
whole troop a Merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year, with all the best of 
luck in your war effort as well. Thanking you 
again for remembering and thinking of me 
when I'm so far away from home. From a 
sincere old member, Yours truly, Ted Lee.



Lieutenant-General Robert Stephenson Smyth 
Baden-Powell, 1st Baron Baden-Powell, OM, 
GCMG, GCVO, KCB, KStJ, DL was a British Army 
officer, writer, founder and first Chief Scout of the 
world-wide Scout Movement, and founder, with 
his sister Agnes, of the world-wide Girl Guide/Girl 
Scout Movement. 
Born: 22 February 1857, Paddington, London
Died: 8 January 1941 (age 83 years), Nyeri, Kenya
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1941 part 1
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1941 part 2
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Bernard Cresswell joined 1938 No. 53

Far left:  Afrina  in Prinsted Bay 
winter 1939/40

Left -  Afrina painted by 
Charles Stallard, 
joined 1936  No. 0033

Southbourne Sea Scout’s Afrina which ran 
aground in the storm of 1944 and broke up 
on the north east corner of the bay (bottom 
of the path by the Farm Shop to the shore 
(footpath 212).  The Sea Scouts removed the 
Mast, Stays and Rudder, it then took a few 
years to finally break up and disappear, but 
in the meantime many a shed was repaired 
and a lot of open fires had a considerable 
stock of fuel. 
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Admiralty Inspection 31st July 1943
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August 1943
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Camps continued throughout the war and I have included this report of a camp at Bepton in August 1943
Written by Brian Plumb joined 1941 No. 72
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Alan Watts at the 
80th Reunion 2013

Written by Alan Watts. 
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1945

September 1945
42



Written by Charles Brundrett      Cont’d… 43
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James Brundrett was Charles Brundrett’s nephew. 
Charles’s brother Sir Frederick and Lady Edith lived at 
Hill Brow (now Three Greens) Prinsted Lane

When war with Germany was declared, Hood was operating in the area around 
Iceland, and she spent the next several months hunting for German commerce 
raiders and blockade runners between Iceland and the Norwegian Sea. After a 
brief overhaul of her propulsion system, she sailed as the flagship of Force H, and 
participated in the destruction of the French Fleet at Mers-el-Kebir. Relieved as 
flagship of Force H, Hood was dispatched to Scapa Flow, and operated in the area 
as a convoy escort and later as a defence against a potential German invasion fleet. 
In May 1941, she and the battleship Prince of Wales were ordered to intercept the 
German battleshipBismarck and the heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen, which were en 
route to the Atlantic where they were to attack convoys. On 24 May 1941, early in 
the Battle of the Denmark Strait, Hood was struck by several German shells, 
exploded and sank within three minutes, with the loss of all but three of her crew. 

Due to her perceived invincibility, the loss affected British morale.

H M S Hood - May 24th 1941
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D-Day
6th June 1944
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