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Living es we do on an island with & meximum distence
r}om the sea of ebout seventy miles, there can be few people to
whom the sea 18 a completely strange elemeat in which they have

no possible interest. We are frequently told that the gea is in

our Siioa and we are &s much at home afloat as we are ashore. Vell,
that 48 es may be, but it 18 a fect that most young people are
naturally drawn to the water end those who ere fortunate enough to
have eccess to boats benefit greatly from its teachings. In the
words of the Water Rat in Kenneth Greham's "¥ind in the Willowgn -
"There is mothing - ebsolutely nothing - half so much worth doing
es simply mossing ebout in boats".

Admirel 8ir William James in his introduction to "The
Trade Winds" says "An elomentary knowledge of the sea and its hIstofy
would be far more profitable than much that ig taught in our ;chools
end universities™. After t:gg}y yoears of Sea Scouting, during which
time over %29 boys have passed through my troop, I cen testify to the

development of the senses, self reliance end physical well-being of

those who spend part of a few youthful years "Messing about in 5oafs"

The stories and incidents in thig little book éxe all trus
to fact and are taken from the history of a small Sea Scout Group on

Chichester Harbour. I have tried to tell them with a nininum of both

Scout and sea torms in the hops that they will eppeal to the laymen
88 well as to the members of the Scout movement. If what they read
here suggests to some menm that they too might introduce boys to the
Pleasures end benefits of tidal wateri’my efforts will be amply

rowvarded.
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The small audience clappod without eny great show of { B\
enthusiesn and the Scouter, who had just finished speaking by
seying "My loss is your galn", sat down. The stage manager made

conventional remarks concerning the sublime and the r‘diculous and |
the ;how continued to its appointed end. ; |

The occesion was a concert, staged by an acfor friend, and | k
given with the dual object of publicising the fact that I was prep-

ared to run & local Soa Scout Troop end algo to raise funds for the

gevm

same purpose. The speaker was the Group Scoutmaster of a troop of

,;some 6 or 7 miles anﬁy where I ﬁad recently been Assistant Scout-

master and where, in three years, I had picked up all the Scouting |

I knew.
There was no rush of lads to enter their nemes - two said

they would probably Jjoin - and the siet receipts amounted to seventeen

shillings! Not e very promising start. However, & few days leter ¢

three big lads were looking for me end one of their parents had a huﬁ i
in the garden which woe could use for fieetings for one evening each

week, paying eighteen pence to cover lighting end fusl. So the first

meoting of the Group was held one evening in May 1933 with six boys,

a "Scouting for Boys", a few lengths of line and & handful of clothe

pegs - these last for a game. From that time to the present day

" have beeﬁ very few weeks when thers was no meeting forbfho;boys tg




coms to. For the most part there have been several’and to many the

-8cout headquarters has been & second home - & place where & boy was

elmost certain of finding some of his pels and something interssting

to do with hin gpare time. True, a boy's idea of something interest- }

ing to do did not always telly with thet of his Scoutmaster who often ?
hed quite a differemt name for it, and such ectivities as football in
H/Q had to be diéoouraged. But on the whole they have not abused their
freadom too much and Scouting i1s & definite part of their lives.

I had entered into Sea Scouting without a great deal of
thought or very much preperation amd oy knowledge of the sea was
completnly nil. My knowledge of boats was restricted to en ebility
to handle light river boats obtained fom nany happy Sunday afternoons
spent om the Military Canal at Hythe in xént in the company of gchool
pals some tem years earlier - oh happy youtn, that could cycle ten
miles immediately after a Sunday lunch for the privilege of pulling a
boat for two or three hours and them cycling ten miles back for lete

tea. In order to improve om this ignorance of seemanship I attended

e short preliminary Sea Scout gourse held by Robert Hole at Lymington
end for two days was completely mystified by ntrango sea'terms which
were meaningiess to this poor lendlubber. I slept in & small hike
tent and one night it rained end thundered 21l nisht and I ;as not
very heppy. The last night we spent until nidnight or later patrol-
ling the sea front and reading morse messages from the signal mast.

In the early hours we were celled from our hard duty beds om the

'found a 14' sloop-rigged sailing boat and & ten foot dinghy et Boshemn

.

,v}i&&r to rescus some boys -'marooned’ on a bank somewhere dowvn river.

Emali wonder I fell esleep during the final lecture.

.“Alweys keep one step shead of your boys". This I largely managed to

one plece of advice wes given me by one of tho 1nstructors. { ‘
do- but for the firat year or so we learned together though, of coura; !

|

L

‘the boys were not to know this. 7Thatever my ability as an 1nstructor

tho ‘boys of those early years must have come to love the water for j.‘ 5

the 5roater number of them entered the Navy through the training

establishment, St. Vincent, at 15. = . .5

About this time my search for boats was rewarded when I

They were in fair condition end I purchased . &
v ts
¥ nust remind !

on Chichester Harbour.

then for sixteen pounds the peir with all equipment.
readnrs that this was in 1933. The sailing boat, called Mowgli, gave
goo& service until she was smashed up in the gale of 1935. Thé dinghy =
was'used by upwards of 200 boys and her bat£ered hull was sold in 1948!
for ten shillings to some youthful optimist who thought sho still

hed a 11ttle 1ife left in her. May her memory never grow dim.

. My first oxperience of sailing was bringing Mowgli to her
new home one very-calm evening with the assistance of an ancient fish-
erﬂnn whose knowledge of the channels end creeka of Chichester Herboug
must have been remarkably good. T¥ith the dinghy 1n tow she was
brought through the dark for six miles and never did Journ-y seem SO

long even with the tow we had fornpart ot the»trip from 2 kindly
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disposed motor boat owner.
; Having got her home, the first thing I did was to cut
eiéhfeen inches off the foot of her seils to bring them dowa to the

I even cut her nast down. Poof'

sail area given in some Socout book.
St oy Ez,she never emlled again bUt she wes ‘porfectly

S St S

v old Lady.

. pafe in half a gale of wind.
However I end meny boys learned to sail in__

In fact she needed almost that befors
she would seil at all. :
her and we most certainly learned to row in her so she served hqr’furi.
I was wise enough'not to increase on the original 51; boys
© that summer although there were & number of hangers on who y;ahed té
join. Five of them (the sixth hed left the district) went to éamp in
Surrey with my old troop where they had the experienco of & woll run
pioneering camp so that by the Autumn there was a reasonably exparien—
ced nucleus with two sixteen year olds ready to teke over patrols and

I felt justified in teking in recruits. Another eix‘boys joined,
passed through their tenderfoot tests fairly quickiy, were invested
and ‘formed into two patrols. ‘
been our headquarters and took ovér a large barn which, sgpart frpn
being cold in Winter, made excellent quarters. We had todshare it
with the farm which sometimes needed it for carpentry work but it way

a great impfovement and we felt the troop was now really in being.

Ve now also left the small hut which hed

5.
AWABH

nI bowed my body Beholding all about me 3
Saw Sun and Sea And the send of the shore."
Piers Plowman.
PRINSTED
The troop's boats are moored 1”,& bay at the head of one

of the creeks in Chichester Harbour which heas the disadvantage of
drying right out at low tide with the nearest water ebout } mile
away down channel. There are largé arees of mud flats on every side
and what is a very large erea of water at high tide, dwindles to the
mein channels end a few narrow croeks when the water is out. To the
stranger ell.this is rether confusing end it is very easy to sail a
boat onto a hidden gravel bank or collection of broken off stumps -
the relict of sea defences of other deys - or to find oneself stranded
in the middle of acres and ecres of mud with the water fast reéadinz
on 2ll sides. There you will remain for eight hours or so unless you
are prepared fo remove your clothing and mug crawl'to the nearest
shore - maybe % or 3 mile away. As the mud cen be two, three or mors
feet deep and also varies in consistency from feirly solid stuff where,
if one moves quickly it is possible to meke fair progress, not sinking
in more than 4 or 6 inches, to soft, oozy, bleck, stinking stuff where
every dragging step will go down over the knee end there is real
denger of sticking altogether, this is not to be undertaken without
due consideration and a good knowledge of the area. To bs stranded
out in the mud in a small open boat can be bearable in fine, varm
weather with the bright sunlight bringing out wonderful colours on

‘e distant shores, amongst the trees snd the far away hills; and
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foésibiy there 18 considerable bird life, herons, gulls or tern in

which to interest oneself. But should it be late evening with & cool

wind blowing and an overcast sky then everything tekes on a more

sinister aspect. The feding lend looks a long wey off.and the world
of mud all around cold end desolate in the extreme. The sense of

loneliness is overpowering and even the cell of the gulls, wheeling

i

close round the boat with their cold, calculating eyes ever watchful,
sounds menecing and esrie. Truly, out on the mud one's imagination
can pley strange tricks. ‘It is a primitive world and the gods end
terrors of early man seem to be eround one. The surroundings are
oxactly as they were then.

In our first year of Sea Scouting the geography of tﬁe
harbour was a closed book to us end we became the world's‘moet %xpa;t
mud crawlers! W%e soon discovered which parts to avoid; round 'Dead
Cat Alley' for instance; and for the rest the boys used to go into
it for fun, tummy sliding down the steep banks into tﬁe water until
they looked like a bunch of seals tumbling ebout on the waters edge.
Their mothers most certainly would not have recognised their own off-
spring and would have been highly shocked had they been told that
those black, gesticulating, naked creatures were their sons., Howsver
it was clean mud and washed off easily enough and no oﬁe was‘ever the
worse for it.

Those two boats were well used during the first year end

it was not long before another 16! sailing craft was added to the fleet

7.
through the good offices of the mother of an old Scout who hed
Jjoined the troop as Assistant Scoutmaster. 6he lent the £10 which
was paid for this old boat and after a little work hed been put into
her she gave many years of training end enjoyment to the boys. This i
time we did not cut down the sail area. 1

Ve sailed these two boats about Chichester Harbour whenever i
time permitted. The favourite run was to Pilsey Island - 1ittle more
than a sandbank now - whigh was about three miles down Channel. Here'g
we spent many a heppy Sunday bathing and playing on shore or sailing |
the broader waters of this part of the Harbour. Here was the place

for fire-lighting end cooking tests, working on the Oarsman and Boat-

mans badges and for boys from a variety of homes to mix together
thoroughly as free and unrestricted as the gulls that flew ovér those
sparkling waters. Sometimes other people lended on the islend for
a while and there was always a passing panorama of vessels and boats
of all descriptions on the water, coming and éoing between the open
sde and those pleasant little places’Boshan, Itchenor and Dell Quay.
There ceme a time when all this‘nultitude of creft vanished completely
and we sailed lonely sunlit waters usually without another sail in
sight but more of that anon.

Like the French of Paris of Chaucer's Prioress, tides and
tids tables were to us things unknown and it was only from long
experlence that we learmed to use the tides to assist our goings out

and our comdings in insteed of ignoring their existance. It very
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‘CAMPS_AND CAMPERS

8.
* frequently heppened that we would set off on the returm trip to home X : -%1-:’, :ﬁgtize;ozfutgzoziioxlsggid}:i11?
and supper only to find the Summer evening was quite imnocent of any Byt Warm lies tho‘llunbr;ggslzgdtgﬂdP;:iégf M 155 e s e
breeze and the tide was in full ebb egainst us. Out would come ths . As is fitting for e Sea Scout troop our camps have been
cars, four to a boat, and we would settle down to the lons weary ; either on or mear the water. That fine old relict of Nedisate oyl
pull up channel for three miles against the current. Then it would the Implacable, which together with the not quite so old Féoudroyant,
Keep to the side of the channel Dick, | ley in the upper reaches of Portsmouth Harbour, geve many of the pre-

be "In: out. In. out. In: out.
there is less current there.® - "Pull up, Ien, you lazy blighter, pull war members of our group several happy holidays in most interesting

surroundings. Under the care of Colonel Harold wyllig;:that fine

up.” - “A 1little harder you cheps, we're not making much heedway." 3

And so on; encouraging an& bullying and giving each & turn at the helm
The ekipper of each boat would keep the 1 giving, enually, many hundreds of boys'and 61115 From Visiatt o

: artist and lover of old ahips;gthe Implacable did a splendid Job in

for a rest from the oar.
{
A aims end Bodle A N movemsnts an experience of a kind of 1life and under such romentic end

meybe, an odd parent or relative was patiently walting. If, by the | interesting conditions thet the BaJority ‘oouid never natd boiis e

.
time we arrived at the upper reaches of the channel, the tide had where else. It would be & dull boy 1hdeed vhe' wiias tit LA {hr111

nearly run out, the boats would be stowed and anchored when they had | from 1living on board a vessel which actually fought as the Duguey
been brought up as far as possible and their crews, each carrying & Trouin and on the French side, at Trafaigar and vhich, when again

’
emall loaed, would wade up the bed of the channel with many cries from brought to action a féw days later, fought so well that when she did

those without plimsols when they stepped onto an extra sharp stone or | haul down her colours her senior surviving officer was a midshi
pmen -

a small crab was brushed against their unprotected feet by the hurry- little more than a boy himself.

ing waters. A pause to put on shoes and stockings after first remov- Unhappily the Implecable is no more. She was used as a

ing the inevitable mud from feet and legs in a nearby pool énd then
across the marshes and fields to the 'Barn' where gear would be left scrapped as the cost of re-conditioning her could not be met sh
. )

training ship during the war, deteriorated badly and had to be

met en honourable end by sinking in the Channesl.
: 5c‘\-'/,k~/v<7

end so to home, supper and bed.
So far as I could gather they never told their parents much

of how they hdd spent the day. ' , ' j
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Usually we went to the Implacable by boat through .the
B

hennels running through Chichester, Langstone and Upper
c

network of
It could be a long tiring trip with a great deal

Portsmouth Harbours.
f oar work im the narrow channels and long waits for th9 tides if
of o

l§

truck dead low water at Langstone Bridge or round Horsey Island.
we struc

then our boats have been to Portsmouth and beyond many times

8ince
by the outside passege through the Solent but in the early days we
y

lacked the experiemce to brave the open water. We oftem found the

more open parts of Chichester Harbour end Sinah Lake beyond Langstone
bridges could give us all the excitement we needed.

Going down chaennel to cemp near Itchenor onme Whitsun we
struck rough water and it was a very tired and wet party which
ultimately landed on a rather inhospitable shore with & half mile :
portage before them to the camp sito.' Rain end spray hed wet mlch

of the camping geer and while some of it dried befére night.fa11,4

much of 1t did not and many slept rough that night. Perheps that

was why, when I awoke between three and four in the morning to a

suspiciously silent cemp, investigation discovered not & soul in

camp other than myself. They were ultimately found in & nelghbour-

ing wood endeavouring to shoot birds with en airgun. One excited
youth told me that he had shot the leg off one bird. He knew this
because after he had fired the bird was still there but standing on

one leg only! This tall story gave him the nickname of Bird-eye

Lindley. He certeinly had wonderful eyesight end it wes he rho wes

11.

always despatched to find lost anchors in the mud. Later that day
of the airgun episode we all went to the little villege church for
the morning service and I think every single ome of the boys went to - -
sleop. It was most embarrassing particularly so as I had the great- i
est difficulty in keeping awake myself. !

Another ¥hitsun, many years later, the seniors with their
Scouters embarked at midnight efter being delayed for many hours by
bad weather, and sailed down herbour by the light of the moon. Find-
ing the open sea still mighty rough they landed on the south-east
corner of Hayling Islend in'the early Roraing hours end, improvising
a tent from the sails, sottled down to some much needed sleep only
to be disturbed an hour or so later by two men inquiring what they
thought they were doing there. The extremely incoherent answers wufé
of no great help and with a muttered 'Matelots' .they were ler£ in
peace. Later they continued their voyege to Portsmouth Harbour where
they spent four delightful deys on board an ex H.T.B. belonging to
local Sea Scouts.

Camping on Southampton VWater wasg farther afield than the
troop had been and the Sea Scout Committee was not too happy about

the long sea trip in small boats. A powerful Motor Yacht belonging

(Frey & avrron

to a member of the Committee did escort duty and saw the boats safely
round. Actually the difficulty was too little wind; not too much; end
tents had to be erected in the dusk end we went rather hungrily to

bed. That was a camp of late nights. About midnight of the secon
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dey, our 2} ton yacht ‘Larry' errived with three more campers and
’

This was the year of the Jemboree at Moisson on the

v
1947

extra gear.
Seine and 'Larry' had been ecross end had only returned the previous

dey.
Oon another day two boats endeavoured to make Cowes in the |
Isle of Wwight but winds were light and ome turned back. The second
boat finally made her destination but at the expenses of e midnight
return. And then another deay some of us sailed up the winding
Beauliou River to Buckler's Hard - a hard toilsome trip and vhen we
finslly arrived end tried for tea at the only place, the oldcMaster s
Carpenter's House, there was nothing ;o be had except lemonade gﬁd \

Oh, the moanings and lementations! The long ?

a few windfall epples.
trip homa on empty stomachs was not looked upon with any favour»at all
end I was most grateful_to the two ladies who presently. came with a
g1ft of apples and pears. After these end & bathe things were &

little more cheerful and a start back was made. Dusk was falling and

a strong breeze had risen by the time we got to the loné Eastward

reach At Oarpoint. Then it w;a tack, tack, tack for it seemed endless
hours and at the end of every tack was the same desolate grey mud, !
cold end most inhospitable. At long last the change in course to the |
Southward end into the Solent, ean equally cold and grey looking stretd
of water end plenty choppy enough for our little boats. Lights were
showing on the few yachts about end these were mostly ov;r on the

:

Islend side. The boys huddled well down in the boats and rere cheerfil

13.

h, talking quietly among themselves with occasional snatches of
enough, ‘

p or comment on anything in sight. Where we had drifted westwara |
song

in the morning with the two boats locked together, eating our lunch, |
we now scudded along at a spanking pace “with occasional sprn& coming .\
over the bows. I was heppler now - I never did like tacking in rough ‘
water - and the two boats were keeping within sight of each other in
the gloom and I thought we should make camp at a reasoneble hour but
by Calghott Castle the wind lessened end by the time we were half vay
ecross Southempton Water, dropped altogether so we had to takef%arq
but leaving our sails up so that other craft might spot us. We reacﬁedi
camp about 11 o'clock. The whaler, wéioh had been up the Hamble River, |
had returned long since and supper was waiting. We ate with great
content by lantern light in the grub tent. p
During the day the camp had been invaded by cows whiéh had
eaten several dozen cakes and nine loaves of bread. With a mentel note
to move and fence the grub tent we went to bed but next morning "Sadiew
nilked one of the cows. He thought it & reasonable thing to do,

considering.

It was on the return trip from this camp that the boats ran
into real difficulty. I came back by lend with the non swimmers in the
:ar and much of the gear in the trailer. The rest went into 'Larry’
'xcept some hired stuff which waes put on rail. The boats ssiled sbout
! a.m. in feir weather end all was well until they reached Gilkicker

‘oint vhere a strong north easter caught them and e head tidas. They
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'iiterally spent hours trying to round this point in very rough water. | Sorry page 15 m|SS|ng

“The eccort motor yecht which should have met them failed to contact j
them and things were not et all happy. ‘
; ¢ About 5 o'clock I was worried and phoned the Coastguards ;
at Bembridge and Heyling Island but they had not seen the sooutg' i
Shortly efter this the Senior 1n’ohargo of 'Idler' phoned to say they i

had ultimately got & tom from Gilkicker to Portsmouth vhere they had ‘
beached their craft near Southsea Castlo; pulled her ebove high water E
mark end left her in the care of some sallors stationed nearQby. A ‘g
wise and resourceful led. Having insufficient money to get his crew =
home, he raced to Portsmouth Town station, met the local train of

which his father was guard and borrowed the money for tickets.

The wheler's crew turned up et 6.30 having frained érﬁn
Gosport. A boy of 17 was.in charge of this boat. Keeping too close
in shore he was finally blown ashore at Stokes Bay where he secured
‘his boat stowed its gear with more kindly sailora end made his way
to the nearest station.v The S/M (Seniors), being of the Bulldog typse,
" persevered and finally made Langstone Harbour; very nearly getting
swamped when crossing the bar -between Portsmouth and Hayling Island.
He and his crew landed in comfort at Emsworth.

ot 'Larry' there was no news and although she was more of a
sea boat than the others and very much larger, we were worried because
she was woighed with considerable gear rhich would mako her sluggish

and she also had the younger boys on board. Tho Coastguards could

Sag s O S ¥y
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éther scares he enchored and refused to.budgo again that day. The
Soys roturned home but embarked by motor bo§t the next day. The
weather was still poor when the order was given to raise tho anchor. |
The slack came in quickly enough but the enchor very slowly end 3 i
laboriously which was not really surprising seoing that she had ‘
collected a complote eeroplens engine! It was then the Ceptain “
swore never to enter Chichester Haerbour again and the Mate's lenguage

was something to marvel at. It was removed with considerable trouble

end the 'Lexemine' finally got away towiﬁg tvo sailing boafs and |

cerrying a dinghy on her deck. Outside the water was very rough and .

off the Isle of Wight one towed boat was swamped. The prompt ection
of e S/M saved the actual boat but she was badly strained and much q;
her gear wag lost. The 'Lexemine' anchored on the island sidp %of thé
chennel, not daring to come in closer to the shallows off Lepe. It
was too rough for the small boata ;o cross so after walting two houré
for the weather to moderate and a vein attempt to communicate with
Scouts .on shore, the 'Lexamine' departed for Calshott leaving 2 lonely
and disconsolate shore party stranded with stacks of fo?d, one large

tent without poles and odds and ends of gear. The tent was satis-

factorily erected by means of a rope over a branch, gear was stowed

and ell made safe forAthe night when the whaler arrivéd with en A/sS/u
and Seniors. A crowded but moderately comrorfable'night in the one
tont had its counterpart on bcard the 'Lexamine! rhere twenty or so

s slept wherever, they could find space 1n the main cabin, in the

ey W
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few bunks availeble below and on the open deck. They lived on
'sthla biscuits end were delivered to camp next day by R.A.F.
lorry perfectly happy end full of their adventures.
‘ The 'Lexamine' was not available for the return trip so

e

‘the smaller boats were salled to Portsmouth and left for later
collection. larry!'

of the boys and gear returned by lorry.

and the whaler went straight home and the bulk

This wes not the lest wo saw of the 'Lexemine! for on the

lest dey of camp we roceived a request for a party of scouts tolgol L

on board for a passege to Belgium the next day. This was impoesible
but ebout three days later a perty of seven made its way to Southamp
ton where, togother with a Belgian boy, Christien, they boarded
'Lexamine' and were soon dropping down Southampton water to St. S &
Helen's roads where the yacht, an ex Motor Fishing Vessel, was

anchored for the night. The Scouts each took & turn at watchkeeping

- a new experience alone on deck trying to keep a‘cheék on all the

various lights of the eastern Solent, and there seemed such e confus=-

'ion'of’fhem. It was a calm quiet night with some cloud end a slight

8well which gave that up and down motion to the anchore& vessel which

tells some of us we were never meant for the sea. One felt very

lonely and small on that quiet deck , the sea so vast and mysterious
and the stars and 1ights 80 cold and impersonally staring
Early next morning ve salled for Newhaven but the weather

worgened eagain and the cgptain decided to carry right on to Dover.
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Arriving off the harbour mouth at llp.m. we hed to wait for the

croes Channel packet to come out es the entrance was 8till restricted

by war defences. The vessel pitched and tossed appallingly end some '%
of us were very unwell and extremely unhappy. Mo eventually enterea |
the harbour about midnight and for a while were onsier but later the I
wind increased to nearly gole force and we were in a worse state \
then ever. Finally the anchor came up again and we tied up at a {
coal wharf in the inner harbour. Fllthy but blessed peace except % i
for the vibration of the‘onbino charging accumulatofl. The storm i
kept us im harbour all next d;y but dioarod for an excellent c;oesiné
on the third day.

Much of the North Sea was still mined and our vessel had'
to keep to a marked channel. There were wrecked vessels on the : {
Goodwin Sands and many showed up in the shallows off the mouth of
the River Sgheldt - a sad reminder to us that we -were entering a
land not' so very long since occipied by an all powerful foe.

: A long and tiring punching of the current through flat,
uninteresting country finally brought us to Antwerp whers we tied up
in an inner basin. Here we stayed for three days and were very well
looked after by the Belgium Shipping Company who had apparently under-
tcken our entertainment while in their country. The Scout son of the

.superintendant had crossed with us from Southampton and he helped _

escort our party round many places of great interest as well as

. 3
entertaining us ell to tea in his parents‘delightful homs cutside 7

19.

Antwerp. The wonaerful Congo Museum at Terveren; a delightful
3apanoso house and the greet National Park near Brussels. The ola
Flemish stronghold on the Scheldt known as the Steen and its more
modern but even more grisly counterpart at Breen Lonk, a place of
horror indeed end a lasting record of Teutonic frightrulne;a, wore
all seen. £ 3

The wonderful buildings and the yreat broad roads and

squares in Brussels and Antwerp impressed us almost a8 much as did
the rushing lines of fest hew cars which seemed to us to avoid
emeshing each other to atoms only by a“continuous miracle. In

contrest to the sparsely filled shops of food rationed Englend, the

shops here were filled to overflowing - often with English foods

luite unprocurable in their country of origin. 5

VYe purchesed luxuries unseen for years at home at 9 o'clock

% night to teke back with us on the morrow.

The boys spent their evenings mostly at the Seamantsg

ission where they could play gemes. Their Scouters explored the city

>metimes conducted by 'Pierre' an older Belglum Scout who was with

3 whenever his studies permitted.
4 peaceful crossing to Dover and a very unpleasant passage

‘om Dover to Southampton completed a most interesting trip.
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AFRINA

ter
me straight, O worthy Mes "
.g:iigch and strong, & goodly vessel,
That shall laugh et ell disaster, :

d with wave end whirlwind wrestle.“ Lo
= Longfellow. - ‘ !

A Colchester Oyster Smack converted into s yecht, Afrina ‘
for many years seiled the boisterous waters of the East coast. Much %
of her gtory can be found in that very }ntoresting sailing book "Ten |
gmall Yachts end Others® where Maurice Griffiths tells how he sailed |
her single handed, dey end night, off the East coast end of hair L
reising edventures like creeping out elong her ten foot bowsprit one |

dark end stormy night with the boat pitching heavily end no-ons else

|
on board, to free her jammed outer Jjib traveller. Griffiths found 2
her 12 tons too much for single handed worg and sold her to a yachté- E
men in Chichester harbour. This gentleman with his two sons ssiled ‘
Afrina in southern waters until 1935, then, in September of that year,f
she was lying et Emsworth being fltted with an engine when a great
south easterly gale, coinclding with Spring tides, wrought much
damage all over this part of the country. A great volume of water,
shepherded by the high wind, overflowed the sea walls like water
being poured out of a jug end filled some of the Marsh lands until
they were level with the sea in one vast sheet of water. Sea defences
were destroyed, shingle benks moved to new positions at right angles
to their norm end the high tide mark was hundreds of yards in lend,

in gardens, roads and fields. Scores of boats reore smashed beyond

[ repair but some anchorages held long enough for the water %o
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reach sufficient height to float their craft cleen over the ren
walls into the Marsh lends in some places, into fields and gerdens
in others. One motorboat at least was left quite undemaged perched
preceriously on top of the sea wall. Some of these craft presented
difficult problems to get them refloated. Meny a once proud owner

was to be seen sadly pushing the battered remnants of his boat homs

or gathering odd bits and pleces off the shore; all that remained of
of a possibly costly pleything.

Atrina; alongsidé e quay, was used es a fender by two
timbof barges end her port quarter sqashed in. Her owner had her
roughly repaired and brought her home to Bosham. She was en old
vessel and with the battering she had received it wes not consid&red,
Justified to spend the money necessary to make her seaworthy for‘the
hard sailing he would require of her. So he bought & fine new yacht,
the 'Swan', and gave 'Afrina' to the Scouts for the cost of her
repairs. Needless to say the Scouts were delighted. A party went
to Boshem the next Saturday to scrape and tar her bottom and later
she was towed round to her new home to be rigged.

There were now two problems to be solved. Firstly a suit-
able mooring end second a suit of sails with the necessary spars as
she was stripped to her mast. The moorings were fairly easy. A 40
g2llon 0il drum end the necessary ingredients for cement wers toien

out to 'Afrina' in the bay; the cement was mixed on her deck; the

drum filled with'a ring shaft bedded in tholcontra and, after a day
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or two, pushed over the side into the mud at the side of the channel.

That, we said, would hold a house.

The question of sails was & different matter over which we I
worried until someone had & very bright thought. He remembered ceeing %
stowed eway in the old 'Implaceble''a suit of brown 88)ls. The thought}
wes quickly father to the deed end we epproached Colonel Wllie. e
spoke to the 'Implacable’ Committee and they made us a present of a

»

complete sult of five salls and two spars with only one condition

attached - that they be made erd use of. Ve did not think there
vould be any difficulty ebout this. : i
With the  kindly essistance of her late owner 'Afrina' wes
duly rigged end though the sails vere not a perfect fit they seryea “
their purpose and with the great loose footed mainsail and two for'd
of the mast she looked quite well' and, vhat was more importent, went
quite well.
After a few practice runs 'Afrina' vas sailed to éoshnm
vhere we were taking part in Assoclation Swimming Sports. We won the
sports end that night slept ten in 'Afrina'‘though she was only bunked
for five. The bunks amidships were very wide and easily took two boys
each. The rest were accommodated quite comfortably on the cabin floor.
It was too late that year to do mucﬁ with 'Afrinat‘but in the
Summer of the following year the G/S/M end five older boys spent &
week sailing her about Chichester Herbour with the idaa of gatting 4

experience in handling e twelve ton craft vhere nothing larger then

y
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sixteen footer had been pailed before. On the second dey out the

late owner, Mr. paxton, ceme eboerd with the intention of piloting [
the Scouts round to Portsmouth but the weather was most unkind -
strong winds end rain all afternoon - end aefter tacking from Bosham
nearly to Hayling Islend, the attempt was given up end the rest of
the day was spent Jjust sailing ebout. In the evening wz hove to to ’
drop Mr. Paxton on to his yacht, 'Swan', and it wes vhile we were '
waiting for the dinghy to return that the tide, which runs very strong
in these channols, swopt ‘Afrina' down towards the 'Swen ' end before .
seliling way could be got on her, she brushed egainst 'Swan'g! bowsprit
doing & little damage. The dinghy was picked up and a stert mads to
beat up stream. The first tack took us towards 'Swan’ egein and Mr.
Paxton literally danced on deck in en agony of mind that we shotla -
ageln run into his vessel.but, having full way on 'Afrina’, she’ came
round well clear of the 'Swan' and the next tack took us well mﬁfm
her. After a long tack’shelter was reached in thé le® of Thorney
Island where we anchored for the night, donned dry clothes and
prepared tea. The first attempt at tea had unfortunately left the
cabin table for the floor when the vessel was brought hard round near
'Swan', much to the detriment of the crockery..

The next day, being calmer, a start was made for Emsrvorth
and all went well until the channel between Pilsey Islend and the
"winner" sand bank was reached. Ihoso.channele were not clearly

marked and vhat few buoys there are are confusing until one knows
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them well. 1afrina's' crew didan't and the Wwinner lived up to its
name, the receding tide leaving yet another victim on its inhospit-
able sends. We had most of the day to learn the positioh of those
buoys and I do not think we have ever been ceught egain. jwith the

roturning tide came the wind; straight through the harbour mouth

ebeam, cold and strong. How that boat rocked as she began to be

water borne. Flip flop: flip flop, one side to the other. It was

@ marvel she did not fall to pieces - we on board nearly did end

nothing we could do would stop her, 48 the vwater deepened so the roll-

ing lessened and the dinghy broke e.way: Unnoticecyher painter had

chafed through with the constent rubbing and there was our precious

dinghy rapidly drifting away. Quickly the best swimmer om board took
v

his clotites off end was over the side after her. He caught her up

end climbed aboard about fifty yards or so away end soon brought her

back to 'Afrina'. He was shivering with cold but we soon had him

rubbed down and dry egain. The dinghy was secured with. & brand new

2" rope. We were taking no chances.

At long last 'Afrina' was fully afloat. We waited & vhile
in case some of the sand was higher than it was where we were and then
up saill and away through the gloom covering the two miles back to our
haven under the trees of Thorney at a spamking pace. Here the anchors
were dropped, sails stowed and supper got under way. After the turmoil
of the wind end sea outside here was perfect peace with just the quiet

swish of the tide against the boat's sides to accentuate it. The bovs
.

‘without incident to Dell Quay where we enchored at low tide in Just
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who had been very quiet and quick to obey es 18 their way vhen dsnger

threatens, were now chattering like & lot of magples as they prepared

the supper end got the sleeping places ready for the night. All vas

right with their world.

Next day in beautiful weather we made an eapy passage to |

Emsworth end collected some badly needed provisions and refilled our
S =9
water jars. Sctisfying the imner man was becoming e major difficulty y Vo

for appetitos vere becoming elmighty big and we had not 'yet discovered :
what & boon to small boat sailers the tin opener is. Our catering

vas rather aefter the ordinary cemp menner. From Emsvorth we passed

enough water to float us and no more. The wind being in & favourable
| 4
quarter we had passed through the mess of enchored Ereft off Itchenor |
L |
without diﬁi\gulty and beyond found comparatively empty water with the |
- . )

room to swing in which we liked for our peace of mind. It was here
e A

our cook, Ken, being short of fresh water tried sea water for cooking

a spotted Dick. The experiment was most definitely not & success.

e hqped the fishes liked it but the several dead seagulls we sar

during the next few deys were regerded not without some sense of guilt.

7e were lncredibly happy-go-lucky in- those early days butive did not

have the equipl;lent that was eccumulated in later years and I still

regard the mountain of equipment which is considered essential by the

present day scout and his scoutmaster with & rather jaundiced eye.

Anyway, never cook spotted Dick in sea water.
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The early morning tide, receding further than that of the

night before, ceused tAfrina' to heel over, throwing the sleepers in
’
the starboard bunks violently onto the floor, and their lamentations |

were great. The cook came off best because he slept in e slang

hemmock in the galley.
Returning, the wind was egeinst us end vwe dered not tack the |

12 ton 'Afrina' with her great 10' bowsprit sticking out in front
through all those pretty bpats off Itchenor so we got & tow from thes

ghip-yard. 3 1
It cost us ten shillings. i
After discovering the difficulties of working e comparatively |
large craft in narrow waters it was decided to install a small engine |
end this was done largely by the Rovers and & local engineer. Much of i
the spade work had been done when the 'Afrina' was at Bmsworth and the ‘
engine bed end prop casing were elready in being. The motor installed
was a four cylinder Morris car engine end the prop was connected
direct. It was never the intention to use it & great deal but it
would make us independent of the wind when there was none or it weas
dead ehead in a narrow channel. Although slow eand unrelieble ;t served
its purpose on one occesion. Going to Portsmouth the wind proved
light and the engine was used most of the way. We pessed pleasantly

enough dovn harbour and westward through the Solent about a mile off

Hayling Islend shore to the submarine barrier vwhich stretches out froa

the Southsea shore to Horse Sand Fort. Ve passed through ths Dolphins,

27.

the opening in the barrier, and wore approaching Spit Sand Tort off
" Portsmouth Harbour entrance, when the engine failed. BAsil,';QC“;*a/
engineer, reported the plugs would have to 'be cleaned ihich'would

take a little time so, as we eppeared to be drifting 1; Bhore.and L
" there was no wind, the order was given to lower enchor, I should

sey hero that the anchor had a long length of chain but to aliOw £
the deeper waters round Portsmouth this had beoﬁ lengthened by rope. i
The wind, perverse es over, presently rose end became quite ?resh’es ﬁ
the sail was hoisted and en attompt was made to raise the enchor,. \
Tho elack ceame in but thon pull as we might no further progross ;Qs : %
made. Pull es we would, it would not shift. The members of the crew i
below wero called to help end the whole crew pulled for all ih;y vore |

worth while the great mainsail flepped violently end the boat yéwéﬂ

to and fro. Presentlyythe rope added to the anchor chein, which could
not have been too sound, gave way and 'Afrina's' whole crew telllover
?ackwards in a struggling hesp end no doubt the cha1£ fell to join the
anchor caught in some cable or wreckage on the sea floor. Presumably
it is thef: still. The flurry of wind soon dropped agein but the
engine came to 11f€ and took us up harbour to the 'Implacabie' vhere
ve borrowed & nearby Naval mooring for the night. Next morning we tied
up alongside 'Froudroyant!'. g

'Afrina' gave the Scouts several years of ekeelient.fun. She
was an idealAboat for Sea écouta being rough and rﬁony but she ras en
0ld boat and the batterings she received at various times aid her no
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28.
d for a lot of things! ¥oo

she ceme eshore once in a gale similer to that of 1935 but not ‘ victory colebrations accounte . A
good. ° | 1 d no doubt with better cnre &l
Quite so bed. By 111 chence her mooring chein had been ghortensd by | ‘Afrina'. She had been & fine B e At e g
quite s o - y mo members of the Committee sighed

1 yachtsmen - end membor of the Sea Scout Committes - because would be flaating yet but I know 80 en
a local ¥ } 1th relief at her pessing. I don't think they considered her really

W 8.4

she had swung 2oross the narrow chennel end impeded passage. The gale

seavorthy.

ight and 'Afrina' just picked up her mooring end carried it
e e Much of her bellast wes made up of o0ld time cannon balls.,

ashore. She wes left high and dry well ebove the reach of eny normal %
tide end the only way to get her back into the water was by making a - ]!

heevy wooden cradle under her; removing the shingle &nd pulling it -

down with a traction engind. This great work vas done mainly by two

fathers of the Group. Also the fact thrat she wes moored whers the
water went right out meant that she was alternately drying out in the

sun end then getting wet egaln which did her ho good. She lecked
. .

badly and her mast wes-showing signs of rot. wWe removed it and for

two years she did duty aﬁ a floating reft for swimming and such like
activiiies and then, in another gale, she came ashore for the last ] © ‘

time. This wﬁs in winter 1944 and Scoutmasters were few end far

betreen.( She vas left on shore with the vague idea thet somsthing i 75

would heve to be dong with her sometime when time end assistance per-

mitted and then, weeks afterwards, it was noticed that she was grad-

ually disappearing. Evry time one saw her there was a little lass of

her than the previous time. It was seldom that anyone wes seen necr

her but she was def initely feding away. It was most uncanny. In the

end I gave some Scouts a cart and horse to break up end collect rhat

s left vhich they did with great gusto, bringing in two loads.

8
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VARIOUS' OCCASIONS ‘
VARIOUS__OOCASIONS
1; Bov}era of Innocence end Ease; ¢
"223203; :y youth when every sport could pleasge.w {
7 Goldsmith. |
As a group we do not seem to have mixed very much with other . - | AL
groups although wo have always made a point of ettending all our luocal |
Association funotions in force end having .nt. least a ropresentetive |
party et other Scout ectivitios vhich ere within reasonable distancoe. 130
The “Victory" wook-onds on boerd tho old 'Implacable’ with a sorvice on |
boerd H.M.S. 'Viotory' woro popular before tho war. Here wo used to doin|
|2
forcos wlth gomo 200 othor Soo Scouts fmm a wide eree and have en enjoy- |° -
eble time under the benign loadership of Admiral Thesiger. The first of 7, ©
those was particulerly memoreble because it wag entirely now to everyone i
end obviously experience was lacking es to how e large number of boys, \‘
mostly strengers to each other and under a very loose discipline, woula

react to such completely novel surroundings,

Admiral Thesiger took sole cthg. and during the Saturday
afternoon and evcning the ship's company was assembled et rather frequent
intervals to his little trumpet's call, fallen in on deck, given their
orders - often of the negative type ~ end dismissed. Orders were that
the boys would sling their hemmocks on the main deck end Scoutmasters

and Rovers away in the Orlop dcck below. Haturnlly the boys end most of

he Scouters had nover gseen a hemmock before, never mind slung one, £0

dchaos reigned for some time before all the hammocks rere slung

0oys had finigheqd experimenting at gotting in eng rolling out.

long last all was quiet - but not for long. A1l Scoutmasters knor

P
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what tenderfeet ere like the first nlght in cemp end here we hed two
hundred tenderfeet so far es these sleeping conditions were SoRdeTRGe !
No one had very much sleep that night; the Admiral least of all, A [
murmur would gradually swell to gemeral chatter end soon to uproar
end then a blast on the trumpot end e stentorien roar with a flow of |
nautical comments would bring silence egain. This happened on several
occasions, It was most unfortunate that just efter they were silenced ‘
on one occasion end the Admiral herdly back in his hunk, the ship's |

cat had to mi-ow from some point below the hemmocks. This ves ; k f ;

naturally greeted with loud epplause. - Boys cen be horrid little f
beasts on occasion. ¥ \
Apart from some caustic comments little vas sald next morning;
and to the trumpet's call we spent a pleasant lazy morning and the
Admiral played teg wi.th the boys. After dinner the stesm launch took
‘Implecable’s' temporary crew down harbour to the dockyard where we
boarded Nelson's 'Victory' end squatted on the upper deck for an !
eddress by Admiral the Earl of Cork and Orrery and a service snd
renewal of the Scout Promise led by Admiral Tﬁeaiger vho was a Scout
&7 County Commissioner for Hempshire. Then a march to the Naval Cant-
een at the Barracks, with the Admirali gptim:l.stically endeuouring to
kesp the boys in step with his "Now you've got it, nind you keep it,
lon't you lose it, left. Tea end we dispersed our various vays.
Oring to insistent demands that we'should atop for ice creams we missed

wo trains end it was an exceedingly tired party of Scouts who in we
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r homes and told their parents of all the new and

course found thei | Chaplein and attonded by the C. in C. Portemouth, who reeds the Iesson.
they hed done. - : :
el ; iting for our third train - safely in th | & It is now & minor Navel Occesion but in those wonderful surroundinge,
It was while welting 10 = L :

in the unaccustomed company of lerge numbers of their fellows and 1

_ that I discussed with the older boys th |
waiting room this time that I y8 the ' eddressed by travelled, understanding men, many of whom have them--
I wes 80 tired I was anxious to get rid

formation of & Rover crew. solves a distent Scout background, it cen be a stirring and memorable i

of some of them.

: occasion to the individual boy. - / < : ‘
I think it was after the second of these week-ends that

In June 1937, through the kind offices of our good friend i

k t
certain members of our troop purchesed a Merks end Spencers' tin Col. Harold Wyllie, Commendent of the 'Implaceble’, ton members of the |

hesiger with their 1 - | . |
bugle and sent it to Admirel T gor w eir love In his reply ; troop hed the honour of being present at the Review of the Fleot ot !

t he would comtinue to use hi i
he thenked them but though TGN I RS i spithead, Travelling to Portsmouth in two cers the previous efternoon,

5 ent his signed photograph which
was very efficlent. He s gned photograph which still holds we boarded the 'Implaceble’s’' launch in the dockyard end duly errived

he troop Log.
an honoured place in the troop Log =k at that grand old ship to find that spart from e small party of boys

These 'Victory' week-ends, as they came to be called, vere

from Manchester, of all places, we were the only Scouts. There ;era a
at first simple affairs end most of the boys attending spont-the nusber of Sea Cedots. Perhaps there were fifty of us all told.
the 'Implaceble' as described and the sexvice was
previous night on Imp . Y. tImplaceble' provided supper end breakfast and we had brought, as
held under the tall masts of the upper deck; all comfortably seated 3
R directed, & packed lunch to teke out with us on the morrow.
round the quarterdeck with the principals grouped aft. Later it wa=s
Leaving 'Implacable' after breakfast, a Neval Trawler took
more highly orgenised and ever changing time took the 'Implaceble’
: : g the party down herbour and out to Spithead. A whistle, which we hesd
and high costs reduced the number of those who took advantage of
= been hearing ell the morning was explained when we approached the Royal
spending the week-end on her sister ship, the 'Foudroyant'. The Scouts
G : Yocht and hed to stend to attention for the space between two points.
now relly in St. George's Square end march to the 'Victory' behind a s 3 2 -
How Their Majesties must have wearied of that incessant vhistle for the
Nevel band., With them a large body of Rangers elso attend and
harbour was very crowded and there was & continual streeam of vessels
Commissioners end their wives end others making up & large compaony *ho :
passing end re-passing. Reaching Spitheed we were transferred,- by
are seated in the lower Gun deck. The service is taken by the Port

means of a launch and in choppy water, from the Trawler to the veteren

L7
L0



P ) T ! g 3 S ‘
L o 34. S 35.

Ybatucahip Iron Duke! end joinod her company, alreedy swollen yith [ L and very gled of tho interspersed short rests. There vere

2 -+ .. and weary 1

R:N. Cadets from partmouth, for the dey. Ve had not been on board ao t 4 numboer of casualities but the B8cout party stood the strain |
S f q e a 3

}
very long vhen & request ceme from the bridge that the Scout sitting t } ‘ After the official ships ceme scores of croes Channel 1

on the Quarterdeck be removed. Robip was du.ly removed to his more , 3 ::0;::.(1“‘1 guch, ell packed golid with people - scores of chips of ‘
humble station forward. : i all shepes end sizes; hundreds end hundreds of people teking this ;}.1
In addition to housing us the Navy epparently considered it ! ) unique opportunity of seeing tholr Navy en masse and et such close }
its duty to feed us for et midday ve were bidden to en excellent meal : S5 quarters. It wes e wonderful sight but not so wonderful es when the g
of roast boef end vegetebles. Actually the food we brought with us ; { £lood getes ;;}, roally opened end, one would have thought, ell the E
end that which the 'Implacable’ wnoxpectedly issued wes eppreciated | | omellor ships of the world ceme by in a great procession; e really |

later on beceuse we did not leave the ship until gone midnight. |

Ceme the aftermoon end the Scouts manned ship with the other passing through the lines of manned but now silent, grey Warships.'

i\ wonderful panorama of colour and movement, of dignity eand impudence,
members of the ship's company. Spitheed waes filled with scores of Wer- l “ stately yachts end emall motor boats, dinghies with outboa;ds, dinghies
ships, big and emall, including representatives of foreign navies) ali ' under oers end even cenoces, came by in en unending flow until the . *r /
enchored in long lines,. A truly wonderful sight. About 3 o'clock a | evening was well edvanced and then it stopped as suddenly es it had

great procession started headed by the Royel Yach"r., the 'Victorie end sterted just as though someone had turned off a tap. In 2 sense some-

Albert’, and her attendent craft which passed up end down the long lines one presumably hed. Never could one imegine such & review without

of vessels to the accompaniment of vigorous cheers from each ship she actually seeing it and we were in the stalls.

pessed. After the Royel Yacht came a pause when the Ship's company " After dusk the firework displey wes a truly wonderful sight

was stood at ease for a short while until the next group of vessels and a remarkable plece of orgenisation considering the number of

came in sight when we would be called to attention end led in further vessels from which the fireworks were released and the symmetry of the

cheers for the unknown Dignitaries of State, Officials or Foreign effort. 1In only one ship was the timing at fault. In the Russien

TN o atreowilo %
Embassies who happened to be passing. So it went on for some two hours cruiser every discharge would come & few manutes late. So regular

vhile group after group of vessels pé.ssed along the lines each to be vas this that it would eppear es though it was done intentionally. Ths

received with due respect end loud hurrshs until we at least sers heare- sailors becames nolsy es the procepdings progressed end after each fresh
. , 3
.7‘\,‘,\ \,‘»‘ o ,(L \a:"".",?p’-) 'L‘) ‘,'/(W"-_"\\ “o‘ l/?rg?; /4’; ,VMS_
A A BtP s
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discharge of fireworks yould come, not only from our ship but appar- ‘
B

ently from 2ll the essembled Fleot, & yell of "Come on Trotsky" and
as though in enswe
be greeted with delighted cheering from ell directions.
definitely one of the high lights of the evening. i

]

After & ling wait, vhen we ate the lest of our spere lunches,

|
\
r to the cell the Russien fireworks would go up %o \ %

They were

.

a launch collected our party but in the multitude of ships end lights

it lost its bearings end ve vandered ebout for some time before we

were finally dumped on board some silent vessel, the outermost of
three lying elongside some quey in the dockyard. After a scremble wa %
got on shore, formed up .and marched, gled of the exercise, at a fiﬁe

pace through a silent, deserted dockyard at one o'clock in the morning. |
OQur ca;, which we had hopefully left in en odd corner the dey previous
wes found safe. As we had but the one .the boys set round on the lower-
ed hood and so with ten up and to the astonished glares of-the innum-
erable poiice on the route, we joined the head to tail processicn of
cars which was’making its slow way home from Southsea beach end so %o
bed.

Hiking forms & large part of the ontdogr side of Scouting
even in a Sea Scout troop end living within a few miles of tpat
ronderful renge of low hills, peculiarly knowa es the Dovns, our boys
spend geveral long week-ends most y;ars in travelling ovér them on

foot, feeling the charm and the wonder of this umiquo pért of our

country; visiting the lovely downland villages, ettending their

\
t
‘,
E:
‘:
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hes and meeting 2 type of people less urbanised than those they
churches

3 n spaces they learn to fend for them-
are accustomed to. In these ope P v ?

selves, cooking their own food, sleeping in tent or barn or even under |

the wide expange of Heeven; discover the friendliness and helpfulness. .
of the real countrymen, 1iving away from tovns end usually ready to
essist a traveller even, OTF perhaps particulerly, vhen he comes in the
form of a lad clad in the blue or kheki of a Scout.

on one Easter hike four pairs of Scouts were dropped by bus

at varioué points near the hills north of Chichester. Each peir

collected their sealed instructions from some point or cottage previous-~

%
1y given and proceeded as directed, noting times, weather, milage and
enything else of interest for their log. In eddition their instruc-

tions would tell them to watch for some things in perticuler or find

.and explore some point of interest such aa;n!ustoric site, e Eb}ky

or even just a peculier neme teken from the mep. All they hsving to

go on being, perheps, a reference number. On this particular occasion
some of the boys were not very experienced at being entirely on their
orn for the greater part of two days end a night so each pair were,

quite accidently of course, met at various points by a Scoutmasier on

cycle or motorcycle just to meke sure all was well. Sometimes the

Scoutmaster kept in the background and his presence was not knomn to

the boys. When the time table slipped and the boys could not bas found
\ere they vwere supposed to be, some detective work had to be done %o

at had happened to them but they usually turned up socner

SRS
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later. (n one occasion difficulty was caused by & local Commissioner

}oming along in his caer end, in ell innocence, orforins a 1ift which
was too much for eny tired boy with a heavy load to refuse. The
cycling shedower did catch a glimpse of his jubilent charges e
appearing into the distance at meny miles per hour. They forgot to

mention it in their log!

This type of hike usually ran to the same pattern. On the

Seturday each pair of Scouts vould walk 6-8 miles from their bus, head -

to where sleeping arrangemeénts had been made, if it 1&5: early in the
year, or where they could find pitching ground if Summer. On the
Sundey they would attend Divine Service at the local church, cook

their meal end then across country egain to the general meeting place;,
-

—

usually on Linch Down near Midhuret, where the Group had e pied.-a -terre. |

Another one or two days camp would be followed by a twelve mile cross-

country hike home. This time all together.

Let us look at some extracts from one of the logs: -

"17400. Walked across the field to Calloway's Farm. A lady in one of

the cottages told us that the lady next door had a tent for us. You

should have seen Tiddle's face drop for I had been telling him about a

smashing little room we had slept in on our Christmas hike.: vent next

door and were given tent. Thej were very nice people indeed =snd ve

wiet
asked if there was eny suitable place’to pitch it. He told us that
Aot

2ll the lend round was very boggy but aaiiﬂie could have the 1ittle

room wo hed at Christmas. Tiddle's face 1it up.
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|
. d for the fire. It wes mainly hewthorn —--- |
17430. Collected s0m° w00 |

we soon had our fire |
jsting of tomato soup, baked beens and cocos, ‘
\
)

going end tea ready.

tea cons
18,00 Hed

a half tin of rhuberb ---- vent to collect straw for
biscuits, ceke en "

our beds.
—we- Tiddles snores end whistles.

soke up. It wes very cold end Tiddles, vho wes alresdy eweke, |

04430.
egreed ve ghould relight the fire.

04445, Hed & fire going.

05/00. Hed & lovely oup of warm cocoa end decided we should take turns
to keep fire in. 2 : e
05410. My watch began.

05440. Tiddles' watch began =---.

06430. Got up end cooked breakfast. Hed bacon end égg, cerecals and
cocoe. 3

07400, ===-- lade Samwiches (éiic) for dinner, put them in billy with

half tin of rhuberb.
07445. =---- emptied straw end took sacks back ---- borrowed broom ---
had good wash in hot water ---- took broom back and thenked them very

much for everything.

10.20. Arrived at Graffhem ---- went into church. The Vicar was 2
Scoutmaster. They first tolled a deep bell, then a high bell. The
Viecar ceme end spoke to us.” It was a lovely service. Took down

mbers of hymns end lessons’'as instructed.

B
|
{
!

|

|

{
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12,50, ==--=- WO BBV 8 rabbit which had been snared. Tiddles said that «‘

I could have the rabbit if he could have the snare so that was sehtled.‘

And so on over Heyshott Down and above Cocking village with |

W I

rather heavy going until they errived at Linch Dovn end met the other

weyferers at 15445. ‘
Not bed for boys of 14-15 yeers.

Another vhitsun Adventure wes run on much the seme lines

though they Jjoined in & District game on the Fridey end slept that

night in tents weer that encient home of Neolithic man, Kingley Veale
end Bow hill, north west of Chichoator: Next dey they wentrtheir
verious ways in pairs end sleeping eccording to their luck; some in
comfortable buildings and some in ghostly, creeking old barms with
moonlight fingers stabbing through chinks in the walls. One pa;r were
invited to a fine tea in the farmer's house and watched television
afterwards. Another pair were offered en uncleaned bull box which they
righfly declined and, late as it was, continued their journey to Linch
Down where some Scouters were alreedy in camp. On Sunday a° Scouts Own
Service was held in that wonderfully ancient little church of Didling,

isolated among the hills and fer from eny dwelling. The Lesson was

road by a Schoolmaste; ffon Somerset who had been & scout in the group
years previous and the Group Scoutmaster spoke of eppreciestion of the
wonderful country in vhich the Group had its being and over which it
could roam and of the pleasant waters of Chichester Harbour and the

Solent on which they could sail: of the kindliness and friendliness of

41.
most people if they are epproached in the right meaner end of their
willingness to co-operate with Scouts - even if sometimes only to the

extent of uncleaned Bull pens.

I e T

R
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S8COUTS_OF_ALL AGES

won parent knees, & naked newborn child,
veeping thou sat'st while sll around thee smiled:
So 1ive that, sinking to thy life's last sleep,
Calm thou may'st smile vhile all around thee weep."
AN From the Persian.
- SW V™. Towey 134k 1796
In eny community of human beings there will be & large range

of character and possibly in a Scout Group this is likely to be more
evident than in most because of the freer and self expressive nature of
the orgenisation. All renks intermingle and express their opinions and

i1deas so freely that any latent trait of character is more likely to

develop and express itself thsn be suppressed.

Possibly this has something to do with the fect that with us
the majority of what we call "Birds of passage", that is boys who join !
but after a few months or perhaps even a year, will, usually 5raduall}
but sometimes suddenly, stop coming, are usually boys of subdued aﬁd
.colourless nature. Be that as it may, it is my experience that the
majority and I repeat, the majority, of boys who sfay in the troop for
four or five years are of fairly strong character.

Brien was an evacuee from Southampton who came to us a pale
faced, quiet lad of twelve who, outwardly, was of the wouldn't-sey-boo-
to-a-goose type. The first time he came down channel in the boais he
fell on landing end bedly injured his arm so that it was in & sling for

woeks. During the next two years this lad became a Patrol Lender of

fair ability; would perform some foolish stunt before his fellows =i

camp fires and was a good seaman. In wide gemes, if closely pursued hg

nic opponents he would often take to the mud or water, carrying his
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lothed, if he had timo to remove them, and from a safe distance would
c ’

gtend in a freezing cold evening end Jjoor at his baffled enemies,
yepping 1like a lot of hounds at the water's edge. If some of thenm

braved the cold end waded after him he would go right in and ewim well

\

out and there wailt until they tired and departed for easier quarry.

-c§§éa was the scepegoet of nis family. His father, 1mpressed;

by the manners end beering of a £sa Scout he hed met, brought the boy

elong in the hope that the troop could cope with him. His elder

brother was doing well in a eecondary school but é;;éi, gterted in en = |
elementary school, showed such poor prgmiso that the father did not |
feol himself justified in going to the exponse of the better educstion
until there was sign of improvement. As a cure for that old failing of
boys, on untidy bedroom, father hed tried Navel disciplinq. Eanly each
morning he would entor his son's bedroom end, rathor es thougﬁ the boy
was é chip's company end addrossing him.by his surname, he would call
him to ettention end wilth the boy staﬁdins strictly to ettention, would
inspect first the boy himgelf end then his room. If ell wes woll tie
parade vwas dismissed. If all was not well then there Fas.trouble. It
must have been a cheerful household on such mornings.

G??ii had more than six miles to cycle to come to troop
meetings aﬁd come wot or fine he very seldom failed to turn up. leoy
a time he errived soaked through ahd would spend tﬁo evening in od
and ends of garments while his oun clothes dficd. He elvays arriv

15-20 minutes early end his favourite occupetion until the meeti
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tarted was to 'scrap’ with enyone willing to oblige. If the Sgout-
sta

TJoE
master wes willing to join in so much the better end €7#+l would employ
his very effective teckle of throwing Himself on the floor end wrapping

&l
'z
himself round his senior's leg or legs and clinging on like & blood- !

i
!

sucker.

e;;#i had an extreordinery influence on his fellows and, for .
3
good or bad, even those older than he was would follow him 1like a flock

of sheep.
It wes he who was mainly responsible for the minor revolt
which occurred one Saturday efternoon when the Scouters vers absent snd

headguarters more or less wrecked. His disgrace lested some six months

and when he returned his father celebrated by providing‘all the‘provisf

&

ions for the New Year party with epples and oranges for everyone.
He was a likeable lad but with him ve failed. We lacked
experience for handling such and probably the Navy, to which he ultim-
ately went, was the best place for him.
A.C.2. White ceme to us with some knowlodéo of Scouting from
a nearby ;erodrone a;d was an Assistant Scoutmaster for two to thre;,
years. He was a%reat burly fellow with the kindest of hearts vho would
put up with any ﬁmount of regging - which he often got. For a time
during the var he was my only assistant and so was doubly welcome.
Quite early on he attended = Rover Moot in Scotland from vhich he
returned with a kilt and a b;oad Scotch aécent both of vhich he retzimed
for the whole of his time with us vhich was unusual for he seldiom kept

N

45.

his renk which secmed to fluctuate
; long; not even
enything for very

i ver quite sure which he
d Sorgoent. Ono wasd ne
A.C.2.. Corporel en

ot end the elteration would not nocessarily be
would be vhen noxt we m
knovn locelly es Mejor White.
reason ho was elways
upwerd. - For gomo

excollent cemp cook and we groatly missed him when he was !
lIo was an .

posted elsewhere. |
Long efter leaving us he eppoared at my door one warm Summer |
dey, very hot, very dusty ead very weary. He was a Sorgeant egaln end |
hed grown a cheggy poustaeche end behind him, on a string, trailed a :
small dgjoctod puppy! 1 never saw him egain. 4 é
It must be unusual to have emong & colloction ‘of boys ono ?f,

Lo | R0
who ig complotoly end universelly unpopuler; yet Alfred was such & one. |
; S i

He joined when fifteen yeers old - much older than is usuval - and he

{

was old both in ectual years end in menner. Being the only son of
comparatively elderly parents end being in daily contect with thenm had
made him both in outlook end speech beyond his years. He was no
stranger to the majority of the boys,attending, as he did, the some
school in a nearby town. In those days the troop was small in numbers
but made up for that by being extremely tough. They rebelled sgainst
lew and order one dey end wrocked the headquarters. The t%p ring-
leaders had to be dismissed and they departed rejoicing. Wonths later

7o penitent boys esked to be taken back es they "Could not find eny-

hing to do". They returned with loss of their seniority and one w2s &

pod Scout and one was not.
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vhoen Alfred was nade Pat

bellion end it was only with aifficulty e patrol was formed.
robo

|

|

rol Leader there was nearly snother \

Gradually, as some of the older boys passed into the Navy (which 75% \
’ ;

o7 them did pro-rar) and younger ones ceme, things settled down and

‘Alfred became TT a
FIEwae VN

Sergeant Instructor in the Home Guard in the gontle art of solf
o

dofence. Later still he wes our firast Scoutmastoer for Senior scouts-

efficiont end populer. He took his boys rough salling and to Jamborees

and they were woll contont.

|
|
Pindy wes a very differont kettle of fish. He was en ox i;,,;
Army man of some renk end P.T. Instructor to boot and,elthough he now |
held a lowly position in life, had an exaggerated opinion of his own, i

importance and en extremoly pompous manner. He was & fine gymnast end

used to help with the boys for tumbling. One gvenins I had to leave

them entirely to his tender mercies and next morning I wes greoted

with "Good moming. I am extremely sorry to have to inform you that

you now have ﬂo troop." , I never got the full story but the boys had

apparently depafkdd somevhat hurriedly end held a l2ud and uncomplim=- ; ;

entary protest meeting in the middle of the road. )
On enother occasion a boy with hands in pockets and cép on

head passed him and wished him good morning. His cap was violently

removed and he was told to'"Raise your cep when you speek to & gentle-
man,n 5 /

Pindy's son was in the Scouts end whenever he ceme to’the door ¥

1nww4445'“
oop Leader and Aosistent Scoutmaster and e very tough . Ldzcwl’w
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would ek in a high pitched 'superior! voice "Is my Scoutmaster inew,

By chance a stranger to the villege esked him if he knew where the
Scoutmaster lived and Junior expressed in no uncertain menner his

astonishment that anyone should be so ignorant as not to know there

his Scoutmester lived.

o e ey ——

'In-the course of time Mr. Pindy departed but sometime later

he turned up during a troop meetins and asked torspeak with me. He

“ AT

had Joined the oxfofd OrouP Mo'ﬁmont and for reasons connected with

ks

this he was going round all.the people whom he considered he had
wronged end making his epoldgies. With.me he hed apparentiy been i
1n;ubord1nato - "For the first time in my life". He had just come 2
from e man whom he had, on some occeslon, knocked down £0 I thought i 2

had got off rather lightly. P

These notes on personalities of Scout life woul& not ;e |
complete without some reference to those men vhose lives have been ?
spent in very different spheres of activities but Qho come forvard in
their.;ey}rement, cheerfully don a type of garment they probably have
not worm for forty years end manfully wrestle with the problems of a

.

new generation. That grand old man Colonel ¥.J. Keen, sometime
County Commissioner for Sussex, though past his three score yetérs
and” ten, would come during the war years forty'or fifty miles on the
top of a bus to visit an outlying troop and give, with his happy face
and cheerful word, encouragement to those who were doing vhat they

could for the country's youth. He was interested in everything, even
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) p a Scouts' lockout in a tree thirt
) elizmding & ladler to inspect 8¢ -

-} the ground 1 shell elways recall hia perched precerious-
et adove w e gkt

the step of & moving bus, shorts and coat blowing in the »ingd,
on

ing, to us, his last farewell. To such men 28 he; and there are
v ’ '

ny of them; Scouting owes such end I for one give them my homege.
. ’

~provide a "Rousing party®™ which they did very euccesgfully{ The Com-
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wwhen the blast of war blows in our eers®

A country troop is unlikely to have the experiences of !
thrill.and terror of its urban counterpart; even when placed, as ya
are neaf e major Naval bese, very close to en airfield and on one of
’

the enemy's regular eir routes into this country. An old ledy told me

v v T

at the commencement of the war that our villege was quite safe end
would not suffer from enemy ection end she was porfectly correct. vwe
hed our chare of ealarums end excitements but our only bombs all failed
to explode end & cascade of incendaries missed ell our thatched roofs
in en incredible mannor end did no herm. “Falling planes elmost skimmed
our roof ‘tops but alvays hit the earth et least half e mile eway.

Indeed the hail of shell splinters from our own guns wes probebly our

e

groatest real danger.

Yhen the Home Guard was formed the Scoﬁts were asked to

mander would rouse two boys living near him. They would rouse another
four in various directions and then each boy would call out the men in
his allotted section radiating from H/Q ebout 1} miles or perhaps &
1little more. Their lists of names were brought up to dete each month
and the scheme worked very woell. There were & number of practice runs
end one genuine call out during the invesion scare. Ihis-was about
eleven o'clock on e very dark night, during en air raid end heavy gun-

ire. The boys then had not been issued rith tin hats as they rere

-,
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later. Tho mon wOro quickly essembled end the only cesualty was
I;n's cycle vhich hit something or es he insisted, was hit by a
heevy plece of splinter. Anyvay the front wheel was esmasghed end Ien :
lended in the roed rether violently. He picked himgelf up and with
_great presence of mind, commandeored a cycle from comeone‘who vent to

essist him end finished his round. His cycle was Wofficiellyn }

repaired for him.
Those lavely deys of that wonderful Summer of 1940 were
frequently besmirched by ehieny eircraft end the eir raid warnings end
the sight of planes twisting end turning high up in ého blue were
commonplaco occurences.
being attacked or the dlstant view of Portsmouth burning end all mized
up with the roar of tho guns, the ghostly light of the flares cgd the
hun of eircraft. Sometimes plands would crash feirly close end
perheps burn for some considerable time end often several white para-
chutes could be seen descending egainst the blue of the Summer sky.
Certainly we had front seats for this stage of the war. One

felt very

exposed when caught out in the boats by a raid. On one occasion a

number of our boys were bathing when some German planes on a terror

over end machine gunned them. Out of the water and into
behing the sea vall was the vork of a moment end never have
I.seon boys so scered as they were when they ceme to tell me =hout it.

2 st X1
Fortunately none tg¥= hit. ve often hed these terror raiders in ¢

>venings end had reason to bless the ditches end banks. 0On one

So too became the sight of the locel aerodrome .

to weter level to hsve a loock at us.
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occesion one of these plenes vas hit end crash-lended in a private

p;}k a fow miles inland. People from the house rushed over to it when |
=¥ d

1

it exploded, killing several of them.

one evening two of our plenes collided just overheed. Ono -

a fighter - crashed sbout a mile ewey on a emall open spece largely
surrounded by houses and & gesometor: a mireculous escape from sudden |

end violent death for a number of people. The other - a Hudson - broke

into two end the tail piece, slowly twisting round end round, fell

.

quite slowly, elmost leisurely, into the mud of the creek one hundred

by the light of a searchlight played ecross the desolete mudlsnd,

"endeavoured to extricete the reer gunner vho ve could ees slumped over

" his weepon. It took us some while es he was trapped by the feet cnd’

none of us knew anything about aeroplsznes. - At last he ceme ouﬁ minué

f
1
i
or co yards off shore. The tide being out a number of us waded out and} o
L.
%
[
{
I
one boot - a large and heavy young men who was half carried, hz1f !

mer

dragged, to the shore where a smell crowd of civiliens end service

were waiting. I shall elveys remember the epparently cesual menner of
the immaculately dressed R.A.F. doctor who lifted the men®s eyelid

erd immediately gave his verdict end departed. To us death wvzs more
of a strange?. ‘ §

In contrast to all this, sailing in the herbour ws2s rondsr-
fully pe=ceful elthough sometimes e plane would coms right dovn cl=mcst
¥e hed permissicn from the

ties to szil these vaters end =here norzally
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wouldrbe scores of craft now the wide vaters would usually be ag
innocent of sail as any uninhabited land. Occasionolly e fishermen !
or en R.A.F. launch,end once in a vhile a Nnval craft;would pass up
channel but for the most part we had these lovely waters entirely to
ourselves and tha-boyﬂ would play on the sands of Easthead end in and
;ut of the water like so meny mermen - and usuelly es innocent of
clothing. Sometimes & coule of strangers vould be spotted conming
along from the landverd side end then what a scramble for bathing

b &l rtead, 2
slips end shorts. On one occaeioqAFhree young girls in bathing

costumes were seen approaching before they got to a bend in the shore -
and the boys went into hiding in the rough grass end scrub above the &j
sands. Vhen the girls reached fhe firm sand below where the scoutsr
were hiding they sterted to dence and continued to do so for some ten
minutes and on those yellow sands before the sparkling blue waters
with a distent backcloth of Pilsey sands, trees end the far off hills,
it might have been on any island in the Southern Seas. The beauty of
the scene even‘impreased the boys and they made no sound until the
girls had passed on, quite unaware that they had had en sudience.
Between Pilsey Islend end Heyling Island lies a large
exponse of sand which is exposed at low tide. Here end elserhere
strange tubular erections grew between one visit dorn channel snd the
next. vhen the water was in they looked like e partly submerged

forest end rather terrifying to sail near. '‘Later on thesas quiet

beaches were used for rehearsing ‘D¢ dey lendings and many and strenge
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_“ore.the obstacles loft behind. Twice boats were put onto hidden
iron erections which made great holes in the plan%ing which had to
be ptuffed with clothing to get the boats home.

The Group Scoutmaster, &s A.R.P. Warden, hed some:amusing‘
experionces. Late one evening I knocked on the cottege door of an
old lady who was showing & light in an upsteirs window. She had
difficulty with the blind and would I come upstairs eng put it
right: so upstairs I wont.. Thoe old ;ady had a humped back and out-
wardly wes the personification of the {airy tale witch ond as I
entered the bedroom I was rather staggered to s8ee, curled up in the
middle of the bed, a black cat! I had to have & glass of her home-
madq‘wine of which she was very proud and which, for some unknown
reason, she kept in her bedroom. So, 8itting on her bed in that
dimly lighted, éerie room and surrounded by {he:black cet and most

intimate articles of bedroom furniture, I drank elderberry wine.

It was this 0ld dear who, one dark night , took & basin
of hot soup aéross to an astonished sentry on duty across the way
vith the request that he should take it over to Mrs. Thite ¥ho was
unwell!

Distant gunfire can mzke its presence felt in vibration

rat@er then by sound. Avlady of oufeaquaintance, vho had the
peculiar hebit’ of doing the greater part of her housework round

sbout-the witching hour, was on one occasioh disturbed by her front

door violently rattling at ebout one ofclock in the morning. She
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only reply #os another rettle. This went on foy

called out but tho :
end more elermed and quite
W. he lady becoming more
gome time with t
i s villein was endeavouring to force his way in. 1In d
certein so

etion ghe rang up the police vho did not teke hor very seriously. They
were probebly rethor confused €8 the good soul, who hed e genius for
becoming involved, carried on o two woy conversation with the ﬁolico
end the door for somo timo before they cgreed to send a consteble round.

An ill-fitting door could feol the air vibrations vhich were
not eudible to the human ear. It was tne night of Dieppe.

Casualties among old Scouts started early with Cecil end Ted
who went down in the Royel Oek in Scepa Fldw. Loter Brien in the
submarine Thunderer end ‘Tubby' in his duutro};er in the Mediterrancen,
Lon in a tank accident and severel others that we know ofa

"Loft tho warm precincts of the cheerful dey
BUT caste one longing lingering look behindw

i paid to the Sea Scout department of Imperial Haadquartera.

. Prior to the wer some scheme of Admiralty Reco@ition yes;

in bamg under which Sea Scout Iroops, inepected and ADproved by tha A
Admiralty, were paid a smnll cepita grant. This wes reused at tho

.
beginning of the war vhen & now scheme, known s the b d scheme, ceme

into force with the bucking of Scout Headquarter- and troops’ enterins 3

were inspected ennually by a Naval O!‘ticor end, if approvod, were

oft‘ioially'haoomiud" and accepted under the department of & gentle—"

men known e8 A.C.R. - Admiral Commanding Ronrvar. A capu.a grant is. :'

Boys entering the Navy from recogniaed groups were. 3iven the
advantage of the preliminary training they had received in the Sea 4
Scouts and so started their Naval careers & step or two - up the laddar.
In addition they were supposed to be favourably pleced for promaticn
if their subsequent progress warranted it. Bhen ava.unble - whicb

somevhat naturally was not often in wartime - stores wero to be 1ssued

on loen or outright to recognised troops. :”‘

¥->7‘ Vige applied for Recogxition ‘in 1942 and 1n dus course, and

after much prining from H/Q ell was aet for the. !‘lx'st mspectlon. A
smart Scout was deepatched to the atation to nset the Inspactlns
Officer end conduct him to his lodsines end again- later to escort hin

to our Scout Qua: rters. In accordance with‘-instmctions received all

83



the b ebout forty of them. were found “Pu‘ “P into 8r°uPE' each |
e boys,

under an instructor of some kind: a Patrol Leader perhape, or a .
sroup
Scoutmaster or even a lay helper. To each group. the I.0. went 1n tura, .

Alooking at their work and esking questions, perhape tollins a short
’Lyarn to illustrate a point. As there vwere seven or eight groups this ﬁ*
took some time end I could see the boys condemned to do knottins or gl
'compﬁes or such for over en hour, were getting restless but they- bore 259

up manfully and presently they wore formed up outside for marching Eini

not a very 9trong point with.Scouts es a rule. This finished routine'jl5
;and the next item was at our discretion. A large mast hed been ereeted
‘in a nearby field and the boys did sail drill, The I.0. was. very ,i
pleased. He sald he hed never seen sail drill done on land beforez
Afterwards everyone sat down while he spoke to them and epun a ?er?vendi
: generally made friends. He was a fatherly soul end e good sort and he_
was welcomed as a friend on the next two occaeiona he came to us.: He
put in an excellent report. 1Indeed we were a little ungrateful in
privately thinking it perhaps a little too good es he absen4mindedly

gave us credit for musketry and aetronemz;

A for years later a younger and stricter Inspecting Officer
came. Not having heard anything to the contrary we received him
usual vwith the boys split up into groups. Unfortunately this was not
approved and he retired while the Scouts were hurriedly fallen in. He
then made a second entry and ‘was: received with the dignity due to an
hAmy.&%;
inspecting Naval Officer'7After the Flag break ceremony and e, albeit

kindly, lecture on how it ehould be done in" proper Naval nanner,
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routine inspection of the eoys took place and passed emoothly although ’
ah ecple eye did not miss much and rathoer searching questione concern-
ing badges end the correct wearing of the same not only put the Scout- '
masters on their metal but also indicated considersble study of Scout |
regulations on the part of the I.0. The round of instruction Eroups 1
passed off without incident apart from two boys vho, for lack of en
instructor vho hed fa2led us, had been hurriedly set to erect a tent. ‘
This was pronownced es non-naval and looked at from & point of : j
interest only. For the usual show piece a vworking Breeches Buoy was i
erected. This was not done as well as the boys could do it but it

was accepted and he seomed pleased. After supper he returned to hia |
lodgings which were with a brother Navel Officer end if I knew any- ¢
thing of that household he was well mellowed BLefore retiring. Anyway
he gave a good report. On this same gentleman's report the following
year, the County Commissioner noted that it was the .first inspection
report he had ever seen in vhich every item wes marked good, very

8ood or excellent. So perhaps we did not do so badly efter all.

e have elways kept these occasions private to ourselves
vith et most one local Commissioner or, on one occasion, two Ssa Scout
Committee members. I believe some groups make more of & Public
Occasion of the ceremony. I am told the Sea Scouts of one of our
famous cities even have the layor end Corporation in ettendance rh

ke 1t extremely defficult for the Inspecting Officer. (n ons

erel of the hierarchy of Scouting in the County wis

1 gev
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gttend: The dey was one of the wettest 1 have ever knowi.iiit rained | in eny greot awe. The modorn boy has not the veneration for his eldsrs
incessantly end two hours before the time of the imspection & teleprem - and géttarg that the older generations hed endxaccopté the individual
wes received cencelling the parade on the grounds that it was not i b entirely on his fece valuo. In a recent inspection afloat the Inspect—w

right to esk the boys to ettend in such weather. I expect it fould S ing officor sald he would like to gee some ewlmming. In & few minutes
' be easier to cancel a large number of Nevel personnel from attending ‘ : he was the rather disconsolate looking centre of some forté naked but t
e ceremony at very short notice. Not so forty boys scattered over b 3 quito waabashed boys. vho wore Joyfully meking the most of en unexpected |

several square miles of country. They errived on time, wet but break in a tiring oveningb programze.

determined. The one Commissioner vhom we had not been eble to contect In thig ege of 1little feith end meny distrections going to church |

did not roceive the news of the cancellation of the official parade ig not ono of tho more populer ectivities in a Scout Group. Not meny |

clorgy have the gift of making the church gervice attrective or theilr

what we could for him.

i
}
L
{
!
¥
i
w1th the ploasure the boys did. He veg quite peevish although ve did l ‘
|
i sormon interesting to the young; and fow will go to church for eny
i :
'
)

From & Sooutmaster's point of view these Admiralty Inspect- reason other then a sense of duty or for an occasion of epeclal signif-
ions serve & purpose. It 1s not that they ever gave us much in & ! icance. Our boys will turn out in force op: two occesions in the year -
matorial, sanso.iy Unly on one ocsasion did e receive stoves =" rory } St. Goorge's Day Parade in Chichester and the ﬁomembrnnce Service in
AL it of'ropas end signalling apparatus together i th ; our local church. For these occasions we can turn out 50 = 60 Scouts
1 t iron snetch blocks v - ‘
Six Solossal grest,iron anate ocke xhichiwould have holdiacbattle end Cubs but for the normal monthly attendance 10 - 12 is the usual
ship and which the averasge boy could lift .
. 50 e =i % OLLY Srith SKhe [Srentent muster. For the Remembrance Service we do expect all who can to cona.
difficulty. No, the real adventege lies in the opportunity and just-
2 : i ,y J 7e march to church with colours and wreath; deposit the colours ne
ificetion it presents ennually to the Scoutmaster to smarten the troo
P the altar; shiver round the Memorial; get a little tied up with cs
up a little, both in appearance and seamanship and to get in some teon = : :
2 and salutes during the anthem and duly return to H/Q well shepherdie
work which, without this object in view, might not meke any grect

by the Scouters who meke valiant but not very successful efforts to
eppeal to the Scout. A boy will put up vith drudgery in preparation

cep 211 to one step and some show of dressing in the ranks. Marchin:
for an object which he thinks justifies it, which he would Jib et if

1eVer was a vcfy,stronc point emong Scouts.
thet objective was not there. Not thet he holds en Inspscting Officer

"hen in camp new communicants are encouraged to aiien
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ting e better position in th t
‘Commmion at the nearest church end e number of vicars of isoleted crowded nave and then, spotting P e north aisle,

\
trept there where we remeined, sans seats, for the rost of the |
country perishes must have been surprised to find a emall number of duletly L

K few deys later a brand new football errived for the boys
Sea Scouts emong those attonding their early morning Service. Some service. A 04 r

as e gift from e lady in the congr tion vwho had been impressed b |
of thege clergymen stop to telk to tho boys eftervards - a fect vhich | seg aga 7

the quiet end orderly essembly of the Scouts!
is usually feithfully entered in thelr log later on; often with epp- .

Theatricels ere both fun end a heedache. Vhen we were very |
reciation. The presonce of the troop in a strange church is often

young wo would emberk on the production of a show with joyful frecdonm =
acknowledged by the vicer vho may eddrecs a few vords to them from :

from doubt of our ebility df producing something to which the public
tho pulplt before his sormon or medt them es they go out end have a . i
would not only come but even pey e emall sum for the privilege of doing |

in the Isle of Wight the vicar leesned against the old box pews in

f
short chat with them. I do think boys _eppreciate thig. At gShalfleet |
| 60 end 1t must be admitied thet on our home fround, be the show good or i

|}

which we sat end spoke diroctly to the boys for fully a quarter of zn REPCU s OUE Jouttful optindsn wes esldon disappointeé. ? remem?er tée
hour in the middle of the Service. wWhile the themo of his tell bas ; | Dpleasure with vhich & nowspaper cutting was received vwhich stated that |
covetousness he so dressed it with stories from his experience, £0 #nd.80 had boen e membor of: the gea Scout Joncert Party.

brought in everyday end camp life thet ho made them leugh end hela The advent of & talented Rover Scout Leader with his Rovers

their interest in & way I heve never soen done in church before. e end the annual essistance of & musical and cepable lady immensely

This

talk wes presumably entirely impromtu. There was nothing of the s:rr“-‘ 1nproved‘the musicel side of our performences and we begen to be mors

1 . -
about 1t and it was eddressed to the boys with the main congregetion anbitious and steged L. du Garde Peach's “Charcoal Burner's Sona rith
temporerily ignored. Then, almost before one realised it, he was back fair success. Later, the father of one of the Scouts arranged for four

in the service again chanting something vhich we could not follow for musical acquaintences to form a four piece orchestra vhich he conducted

it was very High Church. Te were sent out before the Communion i

into together with mass singing. With the tremendous fillip given by this
hich the Uatins was to merge and we departed content and without th-t expert assistance we staged & much improved ®"Charcoel Burner's Son® cnd
feeling of relief vhich so often can follow a church servics. also “"Hearts are Trumps® by the sams author. Thess were well received.
On one occasion the troop arrived late -for a Ceothedral One of the big difficulties in steging variety shors of this
Service in Chichester.  Te 8ilently lined up at the back of a

Cl & 7vorjg nature

is to avoid the gaeps between ects. At the best boys ere irrss-
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ponsible creatures and when this natural trait is coupled with the

j1lains are greeted with but grins end very Sslome [
excitement of dressing end making up in terribly crowded conditions even ogres and v /

heartburn than subdued chuckles end cell £
and a naturel desire to watch what 18 going on on the stage,the answer 1 herself causes B0, RO %
can easily be cheos. To discover, after frantic search, that three

&
o

{ |

|

{

{ Good 0ld Sally.

\ gSometimes through the -mlddle of this seething hive a passage

' are dus to go onto the stage in a few minutes, ere heppil

e . gl will be hurriedly cleered end a continuous stream of lightly clad
established at the back of the hall watching the performence; or to be | ;

‘ \ youth will pour unceremoniously through for the ten minuted of their
eccosted by e weird epparition for whom the eudience is waiting vho J

. tumbling act: The aressing rooms beiny the only means of pessing from:*
. calmly informs you he 18 quite uneble to find his beard or his vwig or |

some other essential part of his meke up, 1s guaranteed to upset the

i

|

b

|

t

|

|

one side of the stege to the other unseen by the audience. ?
3
\
i
|
|

f
! There was the occasion when the heavy footed but otherwice
equilibrium of the most hardened end plecid producer. i
l scontily dressed mock felry was Jjust prevented from going onto the
The chaos that can exist behind stage where, perhaps, upwards | \
& o548 stoge with 'her' gauze dress quite transparent in the bright lights. ©
of thirty or more boys in various states of dress, undress or male.u E . Y
. ! There was the shockling occasion when two old Scouts were to put on en
end several helpers, are all milling round in two small changing rooms
v item which was to take place on a darkened stege. The curtein went
th v tt ith clothing end props, h b {
emselves littered w .c 8 props, has t? e seen Fo be ‘ up in complete darkness and the two performers were struck completely
d. ants of these backste, hen, | -
peliera £16 occup 2 BOE ging.roons, sreiiruly dumb. As they had not produced a copy of their ect the curtain was
opolitan and usuelly a good cross section of the seven stages of
cosmopo y a8 : AT ML duly lowered egain without a word being spoken. Only on one other
men ag well, A pleasant faced 'girl' might be having the finishing
* occaslon wes en act put on that had not been previously seen snd that,
touches to her make up vhile close beside her a hoary ancient might be
: in converse to the other, would not finish. Inane and entirely point-
commentin ith pride on the luxuriance of his facial fungus. n the z
' s.r 4 - . less cross talk went on and on until in sheer desperation the curtsins
’,
further corner en all but nude piece of Greek statuary is receiving a
P ; -/ % ere dravn - much to the indignation of the 'actors'.
finel coat of whitening prior to public view. For marble it appears
: One has to be very used to Scout dress rehenrsals to be chle
St S
to be remarkebly evare of the tickling q“?litf°5 of jthe brush wlth : to drew any hope whatever for tomorrow's First Night end not to thre
oh 3§ N mAadated b
vhich the vhitening is being epplied. Soldiers of & past but undated re's hend in in eheor despair. They are usually of the ®a b

cay rub shoulders with Kings end Queens end in that cheerful company

ns a successful show®™ type end c~n they be bad?

acy
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many‘of the items it will be the first apd only reheareal on an
'ac§u51 stage and the orchestra for the musical items will be there
for the first time. While the unhappy producer is gndeavouring to
teke his compeny through the progremme, the olgctrioian 1? certain
to be working oM the foot lights or fixing spot lights wvhich,

disturbingly flesn on and off to the accomp&niyen& of bangs and
scrapes caugsed by the props. man doing his stuff in the wings. Boys
come and go in strange end wonderful garments - usuelly incomplete -
while mothers and fathera‘lena a genernl hand; frequently vocal; in
dressing their hopes nnd joys. One can only do_onesAbest end trust

"it will be all right on the night", which, somehow or other, it

r

usually ds. - [

boys end leaders elike he left - nfod upn.

6S

TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS OF A SCOUTMASTER

ivest to thy sorvant to endeavour any
"rh:Ztt;::tsr, grent us also to know thet it ig not the
gr inning but the continuing of the same until 1t be
: thoroughly finished that yieldeth the: teue &lory.n

The Scoutmaster otends before the essembled troop at tho

end of the weekly meetiny reading out all the things to be fitteq
in before next meck's meeting end tiiere cen be a lot of them at a
busy time of yeer; often something most evenings for those able na
willing to teke edvantcye of them. The response ig ofton_§1sappoint-
ing, for the moderm boy not only has & groat many distractions to
occupy his time but is inclined to expect overything AQlivered to
hin on a plate, being trained that vay by over lenient perents and

a benevolent State. The cajoling of reluctant youth into pulling its

proper weight in the manifold ectivities of scouting is ons of the

most difficult end most tiring sides of Scoutmestership. ELven in

omething in which the Humen Boy bresumably finds enjoyment and

gallsfaction; which he Joins voluntarily and cen leave, if he wishes,

tomorrow; his ability to hedge, to shirk hig responsibilities, to
play the fool and drive his overburdened genior almost to violencs,

is amazing. Perhaps therein lies half his charm.

EDWARRD Fowreo
o« TS is fortun 2tely

Teke for instance Master

& rare avis end I could never understond what he gets out o

for

he is interested in nothing whatever thet scouts do.

stayed in the iroop for some four yeaers end nothing short of }-ti-n-

Service is going to move him. Once, amidst sighs of relier fr

#ithin three meeks

e f;‘r/:C"{
o A F,\\

He is seldom cull,

!

i

i T
SIS TR
e i gl
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was p;titioning, through his mother, to return - even more feq up
- with "nothing to do". His ebility to drive his leaders to violence
‘15, indced, emezing olthough his re-iterated statement thet “"I'm not
doing enything" is largely true but none the less 1ntur1§t1ng. ‘Once
in camp we tried responsibility end mnde him acting Patrol Loader |
with his own tent of five other lads. 7That a patrol! Noisy - 3
disreputable - unrelieble. . He took them short cuts vhich traversed
miry places or lost them in woods and only delivered them back in
camp long after the other patrols had returned end eaten their evening |
meal., His uniform is inveriably one -or more garments missing - lost

EDWARD =
in a variety of curious weys which only Witimm is cepeble of. And
when a line was drawn to replacements he accused hisg Scoutmaster of-
"Lack of co-operation"} 4i%ém- is going to find 1life very dlfficult.
Sea Scouts are fond of their boats and yet remarkably

callous &8 to what is happening to them when the wind blows strong
from the South and the Spring tide carries ény unsecured craft hard
egalnst the sea wall where their troubled wanderings are soon brought
to en untimely finish: or a shortened mooring will.gre@ually pull
the bows under and she will settle on the botton, perheps quite
heppily, until the tide 60oes down. But her loose gear will strand
on the Northern beach to be collected by the first beachcomber rho

comes along.

LEven when properly secured o boat will sometimes come o

grief in rough weather - g rusty link perhaps, or a frayed rope ana

o A B (’7

“it is usually the Scoutmaster who comes to the reecus eetiing soakeg
eaging a boat round thé wail or removing his clothing to wade out

“with en ancho; to secure & strended craft before the tide is
sufficiontly high to carry her dnto the wall,

" On ons occeslon the "Larry Larmouthw, g 2} ton cebin boet,

sank et her mooring in fairly deep water. ghe stayed on the botton
until next high Spring tides - ebout ten dey s - when a party in
bathing slips boarded her at dcad low water vhen her ﬁpper deck was- l
Jjust above water level. By baling furiously they meneged to get her . 2
ebove water egain but only Just, for the 1ncom1ng tide weas already i
washing over her decks before sufficient water ves removed to allow l
their combined weights nlong her uppermost side to swing her onto mn
even keel. Had the water not retreated further then usual on tnose,
particuler Spring tides they should not heve been able to do 1t.

Vhat of the accidents inseparable from humen life? There 1s
fortunately, a Guardien Angel told off for special duty in watching {
over small boys. Only occasionally is he caught napping or looking
the othg; wey. Vhen we are young the spirit is brave znd danger
seldoq seen or bothered about even when it eiists. With us for tweny -
one years that Angel has done his office right nobly. Though frequently

called to be on duty he has never seriously betrayed his trust, thank

God, and what mishaps there have been have been comparatively minor

ones. There was once a lad vho was 'hanged! in a game by meens of =

rope passed under his armpits and thrown over a beza. Then suspe
X /
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".;ome t2n feet above ground he maneged to struggle out of the loop,

and proceeded to climb down the main part of the rope. Perhaps it

was because he lended partly on his head that he suffered nothing 3

vorse then concussion. Handling a large anchor ceused a badly torn

: ﬁand and broken glass accounted for several cut feet but a friendly

motor leunch took the hand cese to shore ond at two camps the local
hospitals made excellent practice with the feet as they have done
with minor fractures at other times. "urp Skipper' is well
ecquainted with the outlfing portions of Boy‘e'ahatony and gives {
yeoman sorvice efter the rougher baue; in den end camp. :

Porhaps it is because I am an indifferent swimmer nyself
thet e orowd of boys in tihe water always gives me an uneesy feelir.ﬁ
of apprehension - a knowledse of how easily the shouts of joy enda
pleasure could be changeda in a moment to tragedy and sorrow. How
easy for one of the bobbing collection of heads to slip eaway un-
noticed with the ebbing tide and passing out of vision behind the 1ii-
of boats, float eaway down channel to the land of Dreams.

The children bathing on the shelving beach; the boys diving

from their enchored craft; the seil that bettles up stream in a ris

-

#ind or heels to the sudden sust of off shore rlnd all hold in theoi
possibilities the grief and sorrow inseparable fron humen life cna

the peace of mind of those respone1b1e. ‘Blessed indeed is he, =so surs

of his omn ability and skill, of the swimning capécity of his boys and

TnAs T

of the excellence of their boats, who is not troudled by such

faarsg,

RN Inspection in the barn at
Walnut Tree Farm
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FORTY YEARS ON.

It was in May 1933 that three fifteen year old lads came to Walnut Tree Farm,
Prinsted,to form the nuclius of that Sea Scout Group which ia still to-day
offering the adventure,sea training and comradeship which has been welcomed
by the youth of the neighbourhood over all these years.
It was in May 1973 and some 500 boys later that one of those three original
boys, Leslie Tench,now a little older,presented me with a farewell trophy at
a gathering of some 200 boys of the group,ranging in age from eleven to fifty
six,who had c8me together from over much of southern England to mark the end
of the first phase of the Sea Scout Story and the beginning,under the guidance
of David Thompson,of the second which we all hope will last as long.ae-the-fizat.

To-day the old stable and barn are replaced by a 72'x 25' building,
well sited gn the sea-shore at Prinsted which is reasonably well equiped for
the purpose for which waa build. The fleet has grovn from the original sailing
boat and dinghy to some four or five sailing boats and a like number of pulling
craft as well as a number of canoes. The spartan days of having to be active
to be warm are over.There are actually heaters in the headquarters.(l(odem
youngsters are so pampered).Few of to-day's scouts have to dig a hip-hole when
they sleep on the cold cold ground or keep their day clothes on at night be-
cause their two blankets are insufficient protection against the rising chill
of the early mornings.

In the early days of the troop the complete uniform cost one pound
but few boy's parents could afford to buy it outright.After a little experience
a small sum was insisted upon at issue and the balance was,hopefully,paid off
in weekly installments.These could last many months or even years and some-
times,with replacements added,never cleared.The modern boy lives in a society

of affluence never dreamed of only thirty to forty years ago.

The Sea Scout group has been accepted now for many years as part of
the local scene and presumably,because it has been reasonably well behaved

and reasonably capable,has received an amazing amount of goodwill and encourage-

ment not only in the form of gifts boats but also in personal assistance from
local residents.The Sea Scout Committee has usually consisted of half parents
and half people interested in youth and willing to give some time to their

welfare.These were frequently naval,usually retired but not always, and they
Bmvided the nautical backing so desirable,They included Captains R.H.Rayne

.‘,A-a

2.

and E,A.Blundell who both served as chairmen for many Years,Comdr.F, E.Chevallier
was treasurer for twenty two years and only gave up the post on being called

to Higher Service.Comdr.William Willett not only served on the committee and,
when available,instructed in seamanship but was intrumental in getting parties
sailing in the Duke of Edinburgh's yacht Bloodhound and in the presentation of
the beautiful little sailing boat originally given to the Prince of Wales by "7;-(‘
New Zealand when his parents visited that country in the fifties. He and one

of his crew on Bloodhound,with the well known name of Francis Drake,manned

two of the cars which carried,one extremely wet autumn,a small party to stay
for a few days in an isolated cottage in Snowdonia with the object of climbing
Snowden.We did climb up the Watkins Pass to some 2500 feet when the mists came
swirling down and a discretionary retreat had to be made. Wives did the cooking
on a prim'utivo electric cooker and we fed both well and in comfort.

Over the years many people,some of whom we had never even heard,were
most generous in lending and giving craft to the group.These included Mr.Paxton
of Chidham who gave the 12 tonner,Afrina,for the cost of repairs and Mrs.
Larmouth who gave the 2% ton Larry in memory of her son of that name.There
were many more who gave sailing boats which provided craft for the boys which
could never have been afforded out of funds.

Parents were invaluable in numerous ways.The running of fetes,displays
and concerts would have been quite impossible without their help.This applied
particularly in the years after the war.Until thexﬁoosalbly. *Skipper',while
vaguely realising that boys in the nature of things must have parents was,
with the arroganee of youth,rather inclined to ignoretheir existence except
when mothers were requiredffor the catering side of scout parties and the
dressing of stage shows.In the early days the number of boys in the troop was
about twenty with perhaps a similar number in the cub pack under the care of

. Miss Helen Laver and ten or twelve Rover scouts lead by Capt.Frank Bramble.We

were very self-contained and perfectly happy that way.Later,parents appeared
%0 take more interest in their sons' outside activities nnd4gave considerable
time to the scout group; particularly with such undertakings as the building
of the scout hall,digging foundationsyputting in electricity,making curtains
and decorating,shaving and oiling the floors and providing most of the kitchen
equipment. ; Frank Thompsett,father of two boys,raised the standards of the
annual concerts to a degree we . otherwise could never have aspired to.



3

He not only produced short playSby L.du Garde Peach but even raised a four

plece orchestra which was wonderful.

The R.A.F. were always helpful when asked and the Royal Navy were almost
part of the group so liberal were they in meeting our requests or,indeed,offering
through Scout H/Q in London, to take sea scout personnel over craft or even out
to sea in such activities as Shop Window.Boys also went to sea in the Tall
Ship Race. On one occasion I went out to sea for a day on H.M.S.Devonshire,one
poor lone scout in shorts amoung possibly 200 Home and Dominion service officers
mostly in smart and even gay uniforms.Fortunately a very junior officer had been
told off to look after me or I should have been completely lost. As we were
leaving the ship I spotted my scoutdwho had been segregated on another deck
and I went down to them. Status was immediately lost and 'Sir' was degraded
to 'Right,lads,you can go now'from & burly P.0. when the more lordly party had
finished disembarking.

Running a troop of boys in this eighth decade of the twentieth century
cannot be but more difficult than in earlier years. The boys are still there
and apparently just as willing to join in such activities as scouting as ever
they wefe and they probably are in need of the various trainings indigenous
to such activities as much if not more than the previous generations,But it
is a difficult generation and boys are no exception to that. Leaders were always
hard to find and difficult to keep.With us a few like Jim Barker and Fred
Hillier lasted many years and others such as Stuart Everitt and Alan Watts
grew up in the scouts and stayed on for some years as did Helen Laver,Mrs,
Glass and James Barker with the cubs but only 'Skipper' was permanent. Now
with so much more mobility and the draw of other attractions which comparative
affluence makes possible and the general restlessness of the times, few of
the capable possibles can wish to give regular hours to handling boys who,
while they can be vastly rewarding at times,can also be frequently difficult
and unappreciative and so opposed to their own 1nterest7§.s to,possibly unin-
tentionally, try to destrdy that which means so much to them. Most boys are
proud of their headquarters and of their boats but it is a continuous battle
to get them to look after the well being of either. Constant cheevying can be

a burden to the flesh.
%Tafter all our travail and our cost,
So He be pleased,to think no_labo\u: lost.

0 7 SEA SCOUT REGATTA

s

“The borrowed fibre-glass gig was collected from the upper waters of Portsmouth

; Harbour a few days previous;re-floated at Bosham on Chichester Harbour and used

for a few evening practices. After a thoroughe® cleaning and scraping she was
on her trailer at 7-30 A.M. on Saturday morning at Scout H/Q where she was f£illed
with the personal gear of the scouts before setting off,in company with two cars
and a dormobile,for the long haul to Kingston-on-Thames.

The%“;‘i‘z West Sussex gave way to the mists of the Sum}iApla.ndg but at
Kingston visibility was reasonably good.On arrival - the river scene was already
one of bustle and movement. Our tent was pitched on the river bank;meal tickets
obtained for twenty two and vehicles parked. Twenty minutes ranic finally pro-
duced the missing code identity labels which had to be worn by competitors in
the boats.The boys Began stripping down in the warm sunshine.

Racing started with commendable punctuality and though for the first hour
our group was not involved,the heats were of interest in showing up the great
diversity of skill of the competitors.The first round of heats weeded out the
poorer performers-and some were not very good-with the more expert romping home
with ease.

By late Saturday our boys had done pretty well when disaster struck. In
the quarter final senior gig pulling event we broke an oar about one hundred
yards from start.Every endeavour to get a re-row was made but to no avail and
we had to accept the fact that our senior ~crew was out of the gig pulling event:
not by being outrowed by a superior ~crew but by pure ill luck.Oh, the wailing and
lamentations.The opponents were the Leandsr crew and it wfa generally thought
that which ever crew won this heat had virtually won the event as these two crews
had been the great contestants of the previous year.

Come the evening and Ron Latham Nedook to show me our quarters for the
night.Happy Ron! "I'll be with you in five minutes."In twenty minutes we set off
in a terrifying vehicle owned by the Leander Sea Scouts and driven by a scouter
obviously trained in Paris.We toured the town making several calls and ultimately
changed into a land-rover-why 1 forget-driven by @‘uttmtive wife of someone
who remarked when fishing for the gear lever amoung the crowded legs of the
occupants "I'm not being familiar but I must get the lever." When we finally
arrived at our destination,a school which we were to share with two other groups,
it proved to be but five minutes walk from the river scene of activities.
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The senior scouts made up their camp beds,blew up their airbeds and generally
made everything ready for the night.They then departed for Wembley to watch
stock car racing.The A.S.M.(assistant scout master) and I took the remaining

h ere no bath: i
boys to the baths only to find there were aths open other than those bel{lﬁ vt

used for the swimming races 8o they too went off on their own devices. Richard

and I wafhed the swimming for a while and returned to the 8school.Then across the
river to ‘the Sea Cadet H/Q where scouters were to meet and where we spent an
interesting couple of hours and had an excellent supper before returning to our
beds.
At the school our younger boys were hanging around the cars and gave evasive
answers to our questions but everything appeared to be in order.Inside all was

peace with a scouter in attendance.He remarked that on his return he had had to
quell a riot but that now all was well. We went to bed. Within ten minutes came

the patter of feet and a request to go to the bathroom.In the next half hour

some dozen went to the bathroom and two had drinks. Catcalls and pig noises were
only silenced by scouters parading amoung the boys. I was pleased that a lecture

to our lot seemed to have produced the desired effect for they gave little trouble.
We had had that the previous year.

About one A.M.,when all was quiet,the seniors returned.They removed their
shoes in the corridor and camer::ommendablg quietly but then,:;?r fully fifteen
minutes, there were scuffling noises,much wandering about and, one occasion a
dimned 1light passed down the line of sleepers.It received a peevish welcome from m
me and abruptly disappeared. Peace gradually reigned again and it was not until
two days later that I learned that the 'juniors' had removed all the bed legs,
let down the airbeds,made apple pie beds and generally upset all the senior's
bedding arrangements. I thought the older boys had been very forbearing,"If o~-Y

scouters had'nt been there-"
Sunday came with thick mist.The versatile Ron, came with breakfast and

his lady assistants cooked it for us as the kitchen§ were out of bounds to the

scouts. Thank you Ron. and helpers.

On the river the mist was solid and craft passing quite close-in could
not be distinguished.However by ten o'clock cle::a‘\ince started and by half past
racing re-commenced although there was no wind whatever for sailing and the
boats drifted endlessly. For ourselves everything went satisfactorily untlll in-the

under fifteen quarter final gig race,our opponents, Itchen,wrenched a crutch-plate
out about 100 yards from finish.An offer to re-race was refused by the judges

e

7/
. but half an hour or so later 1 was called to the judges stand and asked to rérace
"

on the grounds that it had been discovered that the plate was loose prior to
starting.The request was not popular with our boys because one member of the crew
was shortly due for semi-final dinghy pulling.Never-the-less the race was re-rowed
half an hour after the dinghy pulling event. Our crews won both events but it
finished the gig crew who were quite worn out and were badly beaten by the Sutton
Coldfield crew in the semi-final shortly afterwards.

All this caused great dis-satisfaction amoung our boys, particularly with the
seniors whose leader had now arrived.(He had been detained at home on the Saturday,)
When, in the semi-final senior gig race,an oar broke and the boats were re-called
and started afresh their fury knew no bounds as the Jjudges had refused,/a re-start
when our oar broke.As I refused to ,pursue the matter.they,ably aroused by their
leader who is apt to let his enthusiasm get the better of discretion,stormed the
Judges'stand generally made a nuisance of themselves.The ever patient group scout
master was for the second time(called upon to mount the ladder to the judges'
stand and bidden remove his riotous seniors and their leader forthwith and see
that they kept the peace for the rest of the day.Ah well.What's a group leader
for even if all his seniors are considerably larger than he is and the S.S.L.
weighs seventeen stone!

For me who had been the butt of both sides for some considerable time,the
finishing touch came when a number of parents assembled on the river bank,eyed

the poor spineless creature more in sorrow than in anger and one mother,a very

large lady,started off " Skipper,you should really stand up to them.It is grossly

unfair---" Maybe but I had had enough and said so and a troubled peace-reigned

agai;ij?‘ur boys cheering the Leander crew on until,to their realy astonishment,
,[in the semi-final gig race.

The prizes were given out and the captains and the kings departed and,praises
be,most of the boys had dispursed when the under fifteen dinghy sailing coxwain
came almost in tears, On the surrey side of the river he had been proclaimed the w
winner of his race but the prize had gone to another and he had been dis-qualified.
Inquiries led to cross river phone calls and the discovery of mis-read sail
numbers--easy to do in the misty atmosphere. The challenge cup was called in
from the group to which it had been presented and who were fortunately still on
the river bank and our coxswain smiled again.

I was very glad that.the seniors, their mﬁ‘ntors and pmgenitorsl were not

present,
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