This is a first-hand account by
David Alfred Holman

of four brave young men who risked their own (ives to save
the crew of a Beverley Aircraft that had crashed close to

Thorney Island
on the evening of Thursday 17" May 1962
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Beverley 132
the actual plane that crashed

Introduction:

I have read many accounts of the air crash
over the years, most of which | have
photocopied, one report even had the
Beverley crashing into the deeps! | have
taken time to check with the various people,
some of which were stationed at Thorney
Island at the time. | have never been asked
for my version of what happened. For that
reason alone | have decided to note down
my own recollections of what | remember of
the night in question. There are still a couple
of problems which have not been solved and
having spoken to one of the survivors | was
surprised that an official enquiry decision
had been reached before the survivors
account was declared.

His version is still classified so cannot be
reproduced, only touched upon.



Thursday 17" May 1962:

It was about nine thirty at night when my sister Carol came into the front room and
said she had heard an explosion and there was a huge fire down at Thorney. | told my
sister to stay in the house, and on this particular evening my Mum, Dad and both of
my brothers were all out, we were living at Number 5 Marsh Bungalows, Prinsted at
the time. | quickly pulled on a couple of jumpers and ran down to the shore.

Straight away, | knew there had been a plane crash. | grabbed a rowing boat that was
pulled up on the shore, luckily it still had the oars in the boat, (normal thing, in those
days). A chap from Chidham, Frank, said he would come with me. Frank, whom | had
never met, lived at Drift Lane, Chidham and as he was only wearing a shirt | gave him
one of my jumpers to put on. Just then Robert Marsh and Alan Parr arrived. We rowed
them out and transferred them to Robert’s Dad’s fishing boat, after which we rowed
down to Thorney. Quite a high tide at the time luckily.

When we arrived at the crash scene, which took about thirty minutes, the wreckage
was about three hundred yards from the shore, in line with the East-West runway
(where a lot of crashes seem to happen), the whole area was ablaze with burning
wreckage and debris everywhere. On the sea bed, the remains of the Beverley was
alight with burning wreckage floating around everywhere. It was quite an eerie sight
as the fire was burning fiercely below the water and so it did not seem natural, to me
anyway.



The whole of the area under water was ablaze and you could see the mud, the reeds and
everything all under water burning fiercely. We rowed over the wreckage and burning
debris then heard a cry for help. We located where the voice had come from and found an
airman struggling in the water. We pulled him into the dinghy. He had been in the water
for over half an hour by now. We called out to Robert and Alan who said that they had
found another two Airmen. We transferred our chap to Robert’s boat and he said he would
take them ashore. By this time, there were quite a few people on the Thorney shore, but
as yet, nobody seemed to have got afloat.

The Airmen told us that there was a crew of five. We continued to row around the
wreckage but couldn’t find anybody else. As the tide had turned, | decided that the best
bet was to row across to Cobnor as that is where most of the flotsam seems to land. We
rowed around for a while then went up to Chidham and then Nutbourne. Still nothing, so
we went back to the wreckage but couldn’t find anybody.

On this particular night, for some reason or another the rescue helicopter at Thorney was
not available. It had been called to another area for cover, so | was told.



| have recently spoken to an Airman who was on duty that night. He explained that
Thorney had only one helicopter and it was called away for cover elsewhere. Also that
Thorney did not have any water rescue service for anything that may happen. Surprising
really, as Thorney is completely surrounded by water, well at least on three sides. He was
very worried the crash had occurred, apart from the loss of two of his comrades he had
been working on one of the engines only a day or two previous and felt he may have
been in some way responsible. As it turned out at the inquiry, it was another engine that
had failed.

We arrived back at Prinsted sometime after two thirty am. We had been out for a little
over four hours. | took Frank back to our house, Mum and Dad made us both have a bath
to warm up as we were so cold, after this Frank walked home to Chidham!

One of the Airman was found under the wreckage at a later date and a couple of weeks
later, another was washed up on shore at Cobnor.

The cause of the crash was because one of the engines had fallen off and dropped off in
the garden of a house in Bosham missing the house by about fifty feet. The engines
apparently were under-powered and needed a lot of maintenance. The track record of
these engines was not good and there had always been problems.

Eventually the Beverley was taken out of service because of this ongoing problem.



A couple of weeks passed when | received a letter from the C/O at Thorney, thanking us
for our efforts. A little while later | received another letter saying that three of us were
being invited to a parade at Thorney for a presentation to be made by the Air Chief
Marshall. | rang the C/O and asked why the presentation was for three people as there
were four of us involved. | told him to forget it and said | wouldn’t go. He then got in
touch, said he was acting on orders and suggested | met up with him.

He said to report to the guardroom and | would be escorted to his office. | explained my
reason’s for refusing. He explained how the military works and orders are orders.

He then went on to say that in World War Two when he returned from a bombing
mission he was awarded a DFC or something and that his crew didn’t. | said | wasn’t in
the military. After a pause, he said he would invite Frank and his parents to a private
meeting and would present him with a gift the same as we were to receive. He
wouldn’t be able to do it until a couple of weeks after our do. He guaranteed to do this,
at which point | accepted the invitation.

About a week before the parade a chap in the RAF who was lodging at Sea Winds,
called out what a rotten !x !x | was. | asked him what was up. “What’s up”, he said, “we
have been on parade most of the week cos of you”. We laughed about that, and he
explained what was going to happen.



Come the day guests etc were met at the guardroom and taken to the main hanger.

The Air Chief Marshall stepped of the aircraft then made his way to the hanger where
the presentation took place. We were presented with a letter from the Air Ministry and a
silver cigarette box with the RAF crest engraved on it. After which there were various
interviews with the T.V. radio and local press, also meeting up with one of the survivors.
We were then taken to the officer’s mess for a buffet and chat with all concerned.

| had asked for a day off work but was told | was only allowed half a day. Things seemed
a little different in those days. Anyway | had to leave about one o clock to get to work for
the two — six afternoon.

A few years later | received a letter from one of the survivors. Unfortunately | was unable
to meet. We exchanged letters and many phone calls.

He was surprised with Board of Enquiry’s decision as it was dated before he wrote his
report of the events. During his time with the RAF he had about three narrow escapes.

Occasionally I call in at the Methodist Church coffee shop in Emsworth and chat to some
of the senior members in the centre. One chap in particular was a pilot stationed at
Thorney who used to fly Beverley’s among other planes. We spent a long time chatting
about Thorney and | am still finding out more about Thorney.



When | told him about the Beverley and the survivors he said of one of them, “Oh!
You mean Dolly”. | gave him his phone number and address and they made contact
after some forty years. It also turned out that one of survivors used to be a flight
navigator for my Uncle George who was a Flight Lieutenant based at Thorney after
moving from a rented property “Long Acres” in Prinsted.

George also flew Beverley’s many times at night. When night flying he would come
down quite low over our bungalow and the T.V. would go haywire. My father would be
sitting there and used to say “Goodnight George”.

The aircraft would use Southbourne Church spire as a marker as it is more or less in
line with the main North-South runway.



Cemetery at
St Nicholas' Church
West Thorney
West Sussex PO10 8DS

MOD controlled access.
Identity required at
security gate onto island.

Parish Office
c/o St John the Evangelist
Main Road, Southbourne PO10 8LB

Nigel Duncan MCLEOD Edward Thomas HOLLINS

Rank Sergeant Rank FIt Lt

Service Number 3505080 Royal Air Force, Service Number 2508796 Royal Air Force
Station RAF Abingdon Station RAF Abingdon

Date of Birth 04 August 1935, Age 26 Date of Birth 23 December 1932 Age 29

Date of Death 17 May 1962 Grave Number F.2 Date of Death 17 May 1962 Grave Number F.3

17th May 1962 a Beverley XL132 crashed off Thorney Island.
After an engine fire - and the subsequent loss
of that engine - the Beverley failed to make the runway, for an emergency landing,
and crash landed in Thorney Channel.
None of the crew had time to don their lifejackets and in their attempts to get ashore, sadly Sgt.
McLeod and Flt. Lt. E-T.Hollins were drowned.



The aircraft had taken off from the airbase at Thorney Island to carry out local night
circuits and landings, but at 21.24 whilst on the downwind leg abeam of the airfield,
No.3 engine failed and the crew reported "We have an engine fire".

Thirty seconds later a "MAYDAY" distress call was transmitted, and at 21.25 the crew
reported "No.3 engine running away and we are filled with smoke". Permission was
given for an immediate emergency landing, but at 21.26 another aircraft in the vicinity
reported that the aircraft on fire "has pranged in the drink".

Several witnesses on the ground reported seeing the Beverley on fire, and also a large

burning object falling from it - this was No.3 engine, which detached and landed in

someone's garden.
The engine landed in the garden of Bosham Manor House, about 50yds from the Church.

(Information taken from the KSH History Forum)



Press Cuttings

EVENING ARGUS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1962—3

HEROES ARE HOWOURED

HREE Emsworth youths were guests of honour «t the Thorney
. Is!and R.A.F. siation vyesterday when they were officially
Y thanked and commended {for their assistance in rescuing three
members of the crew from « plane which crashed into the seq at
Thorney Island earlier this year. They were 22-yeoar-old Duvid
{Holman, Robert Marsh, aged 17, and Allan Parr, also 17. They
were each presented with a silver cigarette box and a letier of
thanks from the Air Council, and after the ceremony—as the picture
shows—they met Sgt.-Signaller William McGuire, one of the men |
they pulled from the gea - i‘

—

SPORTINE MAIL AND MORNESS WOWS omae
Three men escape. one dead, one missing
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Three voung civilizng had the
rare distincticn of a porade in
theiv bonGur at R.AF, Thorney
Isiand on Friday,

It was to show the pratitude
of the Alr Council for tie gal-
lant holp they gave when they
went (o tha reseu? of tha pgoue
pants ef a2 crasined plane on the
night of May 17,

“The parade was aciually

more of an ordeal than the
roscue,” 17-year-old Allan Parr
said later.

He and his colleagues each
recelved a Lelter of Apprecias
tion and a sliver cigarette box
from the C.ip-C,, Transport
Command, Air Chkief Marshal
Sir Udmund Hudlesteon.

Tie parade was told how ih=2
three men—>Myp, Allan Pare, of

T —————————— J. Jre— R—— S ————

Church Road, Southbourne; Mr.
Robeet Marsh (17), of Shawa
Cotlage, Prinsted; and  Nr
David Helman (2Z), of Marsh
Bungalows, Prinsted, K‘“ out in

- a beat after the cras

They rescued three membess
of the crew of the EBEoveriey
aireraft,  dizregarding  dangets
from tha bBuriiog wreckage and

oil, and the risk of petrol |
exploding.

At the ceremony to s
them all by the hand was
of the survivors, Serg:!. Wil
McGulre, and his wife,

“They arrived just in
niek of time,” said the serg:

Tie pleture shows the o
hesoes bo'ng congratnlatec
the Air Chicl DMarshal (rl



l'h_JEé civilians were honoured hy the R.AF, at Thurney Tsland on Friday. They
were Alan Parr (17), Church-rd., Southbourne, David Holman (22), Marsh Byoga-
law, Prinsted, and Robert Marsh (17), Shawn Cottage, Prinsted, who put out in a
boai in a dark night In May when a Transport Command Beverley crashed in
Chichesier Harbour. They picked up three members of the erew, The other two
died. Each received a silver cigarette hox and a letier of appreciafion from the
" Crin-C, Transport Command, Air Chief Marshal Sir Edmond Hudleston. In the

-

L. picture with them is Sgt, William McGuire, one of the men they rescued,
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Q—EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY, MAY 19, 1862

:THREE HEROES

CRAE:H RESCUE

ALAN PARR

ROBERT MARSH

e

Sea Scout,

He was near his home at Marsh
Bungalows, * Prinsted, when he
saw the aircraft crash in finmes
and with a passer-by he comman.
deored a wwlng baat to make for
the wreck,

Meanwhile the blazing alrcraft
had been seen passing aver South-
bourne by two local youths,

Alan Parr, & 17.year.old appeen-
tice fitter, of 6, Church Rond,
Southboume and Robert Marsh

17), -of The Firs, Prinsted,- ran

ror Lhe centre of the village 1o
the water’s edge at Prinsted,

They were Just in time to join
‘Mr, Holman in his dinghy and he
rowed out to Roberl's father’s 25-
foot former naval culter, moovred

i in the Hasbour,

i

“When we were near the
‘wreckape, we could see twa of
the crew in the sen, They had
stripped off and werp swimming

. towards the lights of Thorney,”

Robert told the Evening Newa.

i “ We got them aboard and then
saw that Mr, Holman had saved

a third man, We drew alongside

and toock him aboard tao.

*We put all three men in the
cabin, turned on the beater and
- gave them some of our clothes.

" We cruised about a bit look-

arrived, we made for Thorney
© Island and landed the men at the

snlll\v
o cou!d not search any more
We were 1 g out of
Dﬂrol he said.
“We dig not think about
llle danger,” sald Alan Parr,
“Two of .the petrol tanks
blow

the
and there Was bumlng ol
and wreckago on the water.
1 suppose it was a risk, but
we did not think abuout it

up s ‘e Wlle

|

Three-hour search

From knowledge gained as a Southbourne
22.year-old
knew the channels of Chichester Harbour and
was quickly on the scene when the R.AL.
- Beverley transport aircraft crashed off Thorm.y
Island on Thursday night.

Mr. David Holman

i
David's mother told the Even.’
irg News today that her son
spent thiee-and-a-hall hours ruw-
irg arcund, locking for the ather
members of the crew,
“IIANDS BLISTERED"™

*“It was after two a'clock when
fip came in. His hands were all
blistered, e only bad hig shirt
and trouserg on, He had given
his pullover 10 one of the alrmen,

“Both he and the man who
was with bim were soaked to the
skin, [ made them both have a
hot bath and David lent the otber
man some clothes,

" We do not know wha he was,
All we know is that his name Is
Frank and he promised to return |
lhc clothes,

“They were all very modest
about what they had done, but
I n-;n very proud of them," she
sa

R.A.F. go on

parade for
rescuers

Three young civitians had the
rare dsstinction of 2 parade In
their honour at R.AF- Thoroey

[ Island today.

| It was to show the gratitude
of the Air Council for the gal-

[ lant help they gave wheén Lhey

lwent 1o the rescue of the

| occupants of a crashed plane an
| the might of \hv 17,

“The parade was actually
moe of an -:m:e.u than the
edcue,” 17.yearold Allan Parr
oMl the Evening News later,
| He and his colleagues each

Lrtsnr [v‘ l-n--~f sion

raniv=d 2
Taw W

and a silver cigarelte box from
the C-in-C. Transport Command,
Air Chief Marshal Sir Edmund
Hudlesion,
DISREGARDING DANGER
The parade was told how the

three men~—Allan  Parr, of
Church Read, Southbourne,
RODcl’t Marsh . (17), of Shawn
Cottage, Prinsted, amd David

Haolmun (22), of Marsh EBunga.
lows, Prinsted, put out in o boat
afier the cras
They rescued three mems
bers of the crew of lho
Beverley alreraft, disre
ing damgers from the m—
ing wreckage and odl, and
the risk eof petrol u-lu
expleding.
At the ceremany to  shake
them all by the hand was one
! of the survivors, Ser William
t McGuire, and his wife,
‘ “ They arrived just in the nick
of time™ said the sergeant.

From Group Captain J. 1.
McKay

AY 1 ecxpress,

through the columns
of your paper, my grate-
ful thanks for and
appreciation of the spon-
taneous and most valu-
able assistance given by
local residents when an

aircraft from Thorney
Island c¢rashed in
ihomey Creek last
week,

Three members of the

crew were mescued by the

prompt  sctions and mitia-
tive of ihree youn men,
and others laboured thr h-

out the night helpiag o
search for further survivoes,

The actions of thess young
than oar

men  earm  more
thanks for they show (hat,
despite the cnticism ol the
vouth of today, there are
still those a3 there always
bave been, who will rise to

the occasion in an emergency
and act prompaly of their
own arcord  This is the true
spirit of our country which
same people would have as
helieve 8 mow loar in our
voung Tolk

May 1 also thank all those
others with whom my
officers and men bave come
in contact during their search
for wital ¢lues necessary to

determine the cause of the
accadent, for their under.
standing, helpfulness, and
kKindness.

[ need hardly add that the
Polsce and Fire Services were

first class,
3. ). McKay.
Commanding Officer,
- Royal Air Force,

Theornaw leloend



More memories of
ill-fated Beverley'

e information about the crnshoaf uwe AT
Rlackburn Beverloy In 1962 hes been sent o
Diown Mesory Lane by Hea Blmell, who wrttes:

1 e oot the BAF Ropld Ceash F-_‘usr.'uul.-aml
Fover thal attended the crash that night. B alao
iranspacted tha pilot the kllewlng merning 1o
virw Ehe enplne ln the Beaham garden.

The erach b aope disimnee v the
shoreline, Ty wehbcle's 15glts tried in webi o
illuminate the aoon somewhers around Jaem b the
marnling while rescue alletMs were made.

Qud ol inierest Taid seane peserech into {he
incidet satwe years ago

The pilat was & Flt Lt Grey and they were ab
A night eralning flight when obe of the Bristol
Centanrns engines mught fiee over the Witterlnges.
The Cestanes ks fitbed bo e Beverley hada
noted problem of overheating and catehing five,
aE ] underatand the engine had been Foamd b ke
initially underpoweed by the RAF and upcuted
by the manufacturers pnd a3 a consequente was o
sazffer this problem throughaut 18 gervics,

I traced the pliot who hiel Ty Bow retioed from
the RAF and was lving In Desvan whers he hind
taken holy otders to bocome a vicar He bed alse
survived anather Bevarley incldent in Aden &
year eardket and he assured me his suevival had
nothing to da with his move to the ‘clath”.

The cngine that fell out of the ajeceafl came
dowm in the grounds of Bosham Manat where
g zmel] pond ke marks its landing spot. Had it
fallon g fow virds Arther it would have hit the
building- )

The owner, T'o teld, was made aware af their
TvERT Tiss wheh lecal Boshom Greman John

Strange knocked on the door te tell the surprised
sceupants whatl hiad happenaed,

While in the BaF 1 few beek fom Adet to
Thorney 1sland in a Beverley, thankiully &rrlving
safely [f sepms my angel wings wece working

Years later memories
are recalled in the local press

Crash remembered

THANK you Ken Emery for
restoring my lack of confidence in
my memory (Down Memory Lane,
May 24). Not long ago [ had related
1o a friend my experience on the
occasion of an aero engine falling
{rom a plane into the grounds of
Bosham Manar.

1 was on front desk duty at
Chichester Police Station al the time
of the Inctdent - an era when the
front hall was open ta the public and
manned 24/7 by & police constable

It was not long before Fleet Stroet
learned of the incident (not from
police sources) and the antiquated
telephone switchboard was jammed
hy the enquiring press corps
There were only three outside lines
and this was pre-mobile phones
and person radios. Contact with
personnel at the scene was therefore
hampered and the press was told
that their enquiries were inhibH bsg
lines of communlcation.

As my friend has a long
assoclation with Bosham amd, to
my surprise, had no knawledge of
the incldent, 1 made enguiries of
the County Archivist and, afier a
search, was advised they had no
such record hut suggested ] got
in touch with Tungmere Aviation
Museum. Again, they had no
awareness of such an ocourrence

Hence my doubting the clear
memory aof events outlined. So
thank you for the Davwn Memory
Lane article - apparently age hasn't
yed taken its toll, at Jeast not so far a
my memory is concerned!

Tony Hiscocks
Gordon Avenue, Chichestes
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I remerhber the night a
burning Beverley lost an

engine over Bosham Manor

dramatic incident in the
v around Chichester 50
years ago s vividly recalled
by Ken Emery of Chichester,
who writes:

At the time | was eight
years old and Living at 95
Sherborne Rosd with my
parents and younger brother
My bedroom windaow faced
west, towards Portsmouth.

late one evening [ was
waoken by the sound of loud
atreraft engines and got ont
of bod 10 kook out uf the
wirlow

The wircrall was barning
nercely and as it descended
into the western sky, a large
part hroke away and spiralled
o the ground. The aircraft
continued 1o lose hetght until
it disappeared behind the
troes 1n Newlands Lane 1
went back to bed wondering
what on earth | had withessed
and heard no mare about the
incident.

1 had always been
inferested in aviaton from
un warly age due to my
father, wha learnt to fly
Tiger Moths at Portsmouth
Airport and aiso bulit model
alreraft which he flew on
1he Goodwood estate. As |
grew up and became mory
interested in local aviation
history, 1decided to research
exactly what it was I suw on
that fateful night

At the time RAF Thorney
[sland was home 1o 242 OCU
(Operational Converslon
Unit) whase joh i1 was to truin
pilots to Oy heavy transpart
arcraft. On the night of May
17, 1962 a Blackburn Beveriey
XL132, codle leeter Z-Zohra,
1ok off at 20.30pm on =
routine wraining flight.

As it passed over West
Wittering the number three

(starboard inner) engine
caught fire due to the bolts
shearing on ane of its 18
cylinders. The pilots, Fit Lt
Ran Wright and Flt Lt John
Gray, alised their only
option was 10 try to make

11 back ta Thorney fsland,
where the emergency crews
were alaried

As the aircralt passed over
Basham, the burning engine
over-sped, sxized up and tore
itsol out of the airframe
and fell, with the starbeand
undercarriage, nto the
grounds of Bosham Manor
House The occupants af the
hotse were pot sware what
the noise was until the fire
brigade called to douse the
still burning engine,

The rest of the flaming
machine carried on with the
remaining engines on full
pawer and bits of burning
aircraft dropplng into fields
and an to rooftops.

Despite the vallant efforts
of the crew to #vert disaster,
the aircraft Ainally crashed
into the ‘Great Doep” chanrel
at the northern side of the
aerodrome. The five crew
members managed 10 escape
but unfortunately two of
them dromned hefore they

could be rescued hy local boat-

VATIETS.

Afer this Incident,
might flying was banned by
Beverlex plctured, and Argos
abrcraft until the srrival, in
1967, of the more reliable
Lockhesd Herculbes and
Andovers.

I have recently built a
moded of this Beverley as i
reminder of what 1 wilnessed
all thase years ago, and
wonder If any other readers
have any memaries of the

night the Beverkay fell.

Looking back on a
tragic aircraft crash

Beverley atreraft crash have been sent
1o Down Memaory Lane by Ray Carter of
Chichester, who wriles

Having read the original articie
with interest, I have been spurred on,
by that ambasssdor for the Royal Air
Foree, Ken Rimmel, 1o add a little more
o the story

The Rapid Crash Rescue Land
Rover, now owned by Ken, had been
disposed of by the RAF and had been
scquired by Chichester High School
Combined Cadet Force where 1t was
used in practical training alongside
an ajreraft engine. When Ken learnt
it was 10 be disposed of by the school,
he set himsell the task of it
for the RAF Fire Mussum Collection at
Shoreham

I was at the thme contingent
commander of the high school’s CCF
My father had been the station fire
officer at RAF Thorney Iskand until
1962, Following his death, my mother
and I resolved to purchase the vehicie
and danate it in memory of my fathes's
service to Ken and the musewm. |
remember proudly seeing the vehicle
after it had been restored and returned
to & roadwarthy condition.

What lsas this got to do with
memories of the Ll-fated Beveriey?

I was a teenager and pupil at the Chi
Hi at the time of the crash. | remember
getting up and being surprised to see a
half-drunk glass of beer by my father’s
chair My father loved a drink in the
medommuw
froma ‘s membership of
Servioe messss,

I knew somedhing out of the
ordinary had occurred, it was not
father's style not to finish his drink or
clear up before going to bed. Mother
s00n provided the answers, a phone
call from the duty watch reporting
an Incident by the Deeps had sent my
father. AMFO Nick Carter, to the crash
site, to dead the fire section’s rescun
efforts,

When he arrived at the scene of the
crash, all efforts were concentrated on
finding the crew members who were in
the water It was a vory dark night, the
tide had turned, members of the crew
could be heard calling out in the dark.

Sadly two members of the crew were
Jost that night.

After a change of uniform, my father
re 1o the statton commanding

cer that morning. who, in the
traditions of the Royal Air Force,
made it Aear to all assemblod that
the priority for the station CO was
the recovery of the bodbes of his
aircrew. The station fire section, used
to working the mudflats and channels
arotnd Thorney, were able to recover
the missing aircrew after a fow days.

My father went on to set've in RA¥
Germany and RAF Lyncham and
Kemble before retiring in 1976 after
47years in the RAF and Alr Ministry
Fire Service.



He helped save \
Beverley’s crew =

'I"w story about n Beverley aircraft
which crashed in Bosham %

ago Jogged the memary of led’m
Holman of Southhourne. who told Down
Memory Lane

1 lived at Prinsted at the time and was
one of the three civilians who went out
to rescue the airmen when the Beverley
crashed.

Afterwards there was an RAF parade in
our honour at Thorney Island where we
were presented with a letter from the Alr
Ministry and a silver cigarette box, both
of which I still have.

T have photos of the engine which broke
loose, in someone's garden in Bosham,
just about 20 yards from his conservatory,
as well as a photo of the wreckage taken
when the tide was out.

One of the survivors contacted me a few

Vears ago.

the end of
the line for
Beverleys?

e Down Memory Lane
article by Ken Emery

(Observer, May 24) regarding
the crash of the Blackburn
Beverley off Thorney [sland
on May 17, 1962 was of great
interest to Derek Newton,
who writes:

Three days following this
earller crash, on May 20,
I was one of more than 50
passengers on one of two
Beverdeys returning to RAF
Abingdon from Denmark.
Part-way through the flight
the plane | was on made an
unscheduled landing on a
small grass civil alrfield
at Groningen in Holland,
apparently for an ‘engine
check’.

After about two hours
the plane took off again
10 continue the homeward
journey acrass the North Sea
but after a short time smoke
and flames were seen by all to
be coming from the port inner
engine.

The plane returned to
Holland, making a very swin
descent to a full emergency
landing into Schipol atrport,
Amsterdam, attended by
crash tenders, fire engines
and ambulances where we all
exited at great speed through a
carpet of foam.

We spent the night in Jocal
hotels and were ferried home
by another plane the next day
| understand that a repair
team came out later with a
replacement engine to get the
plane back to base

The only detail of the plane
1 have is from a very poor
newspaper photo from that
time which shaws the tail
number 288,

My memory is that these
two incidents were, for
practical purposes, the end of
the line for the Beverdeys In
the UK, at Jeast for trooping,
although 1 helweve they
continued for a number of
VEArS OVErseas,

It may be a coincidence but |
never remember fiylng in one
again although 1 do remember
using the Argosy and the
Hercules, S
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This story was in the West Sussex Observer in 2000
38 years after the crash

Pilot David Gray (right) with one of hiz rescuers,
Alan Porr .



From: Sir Maurice Dean, K.C.B., K,C,M.G,

TELEPHONE, TRAFALGAR 8811,

AIR MINISTRY,
2 WHITEHALL.,
LONDON, S.W.1.
28" Sepromben, 1962

Sir,

I am commanded by the Air Council to state that
they have learned with admiration of the part you played
on the night of 17th May, 1962, in rescuing the survivors

of a Beverley aircraft which had crashed in Chichester
Harbour,

The Air Council wish me to convey to you an
expression of their warm gratitude and appreciation of
your gallant conduct on that occasion,

I am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Ll s

Permanent Under-Secretary of State

D, Holman, Esq.

From : Group Captain J. J. McRay, D.S.0., D.F.C., R.A.7.

ROYAL AIR FORCE
Thorney Island, EMsworTH, Hampshire
Telephone: Emsworth 2381, ext. 1

Please oddress any reply to
THE CFFICER COMMANDING
and quote: TI/C.12/6/17/AIR

Your reference:

22nd May, 1962.

Dear 4 “e'uh-m—.’

Although I kmew on Thursday night that you together
with Robin Marsh and Alan Parr had been responsible for
rescuing the three survivors of the aircraft which had
crashed, before writing to you I had to wait until the
Board of Inquiry informed me of the circumstances under
which you effected the rescue.

2. It was a splendid effort on your part and you can bs
Jjustly proud in the knowledge that but for your prompt
actions, loss of lif'e could have been greater. As the
Commanding Officer of Royal Air Force Thorney Island I
wish to congratulate you and thank you moat sincerely not
only for reacuing the aircrew members but also for the
spirit you displayed in going so guickly to the scene of
the orash.

3. I would like to meet you personally some time and I
will write again and arrange a meeting. I have sent
identical letters to this to Robin Marsh and Alan Parr.

Yours e vl
/ )
ey o
¥r, D. Hollman, ;79/ /
5 Marsh Bungalows,
Prinsted,
Emaworth,
Hants.



From: Am CHIEF MARSHAL S EDMUND HUDLESTOM, IO, CEE, LAR

HEADJUARTERS,
TRANSPORT COMMAMD,
ROTAL AIR FORCE,
UPAYOM,
Teltpshone: Lipean m PEW&E‘I',
P00 .56130/5,/4.0.0~in-C, b L
28tk June, 1962.

j*-u L{ -‘TGT""'""‘ .

Froo the reports that I have received oongerning the
incidant on 17th May, 1962, when a Beverley aircraft crashed
into Chichastar Harbour, it is clear that your prompt action,
googl behaviour and dispegard of personsel denger, in pulling
fpom the wmater three survivera of the orash, wes 2 most
preisevorthy effort. Sut for youwr actlens, the losa of 1ife
in this accident might well have been greater.

I note that you have received a letter from Group Cantain
loKey and I howe that you will be sble to accept his
dnwitation to wialt Royel Air Force, Thorney Ialand.

I wish to take this coportunity of expressing my personsl

admiration for your wary succasaful afforts and of adding my
thanks %o those you have already received.

Pt s
TS 3

-.-._._._-_-_—-—l—l-

Dayid Folman Z80.,
5 ¥arsgh Sungalows,
Prinsted,
ESTORTE,
Hanta.

From : Group Captain J. J. McKay, D.8.0., D.F.C., R.A.F.
ROYAL AIR FORCE

Thorney Island, EMswoatH, Hampshire
Telephone: Emsworth 2381, ext. 1

Plesse oddress any reply to
THE OFRCER COMMANDING'

and quote: TT/C.505/2/P1

Your reference;

10th September, 1962,

Dear hg "‘0‘(\-&&-—-,

Thank you for your letter of the 7th, and I would be
pleased to see you on Wednesday Evening 12th September.
As to the time I will be free at any time that is convenient
to you. If you would be good enough to phone either the
Adjutant or myself during working hours to let us lmow what
time you will be here, I will meet you at the Guardrooam.

Yours i aaieAel,

i

Mr. D. Holman,
Seaward,
5 Marsh Bungalows,
Prinsted,
Emsworth,
Hants.



From : Group Captein J. J. McXay, D.S.0., D.F.C., R.A.F,
From: GROUP CAPTAIN J. ). McKAY, DS.O., D.FC., RAF

ROYAL AIR FORCE Telephone: Emsworth 2381 ROYAL AIR FORCE,
Thorney Island, EMsworTH, Hampshire Extention | THORNEY ISLAND,
Telephone: Emsworth 2381, ext, 1 EMSWORTH,
P ity oy HAMPSHIRE
THE OFRCER
ond qusce: TT/C. 505/2/P4 2iat September, 1962. TI/C.42/6/16/AIR 5th Septeuder, 1362,
Yowr reference;
Dear h‘ (L1 ) PR .
l:I. e h..’ IL/QIP-Q..—.'
I am writing this to invite you to sttend a
Thank you for your letter informing me that you are Presentation Ceremony at Zoyal Air Force Thorney
able to come to the Station on Friday 23th September at Island at 1030 hours on ?riday 23th Septerber, 1962.
1045 hours. At the Ceremony you will be nresented with a letter of
appreciciion from the Air Council in recognition orf
2. On arrival, you will be met at the Main Gates, that iz the part you vlayed in saving the lives of three members
the gates by the Station Headquarters, and shown where you of the loval Air Force when one of our aircraft crashed
may leave any cars. You will then be escorted to the place on the mizht ol 17th Yay, 1962.
where the Presentation is to be h2ld. Your guests will
also be shown to their seats. 2. An identical letter to this is being sent to
Ronin largh and Alan Parr. If all three o you are
3. In order to arrange seating accommodation I will be atvle to attend on Sentember 280th, the Presentation
grateful if you will let me or my Adjutant inow, by telephone will be nade by the Air Cilicer Commanding-in-Chief',
or letter by midday Thursday, the number of guests you will Royal Air Force Transport Comzmand, Air Chied lMarshal
be bringing. S8ir Edmuni Hudlaston, X.C.3., C.2.Z.
- 3. As arrengements huve to be mzle, I shell eppreciate
Y e PSR it if you will inorc me as soon as possible if you are

able to attend. The Cersmony itsel: will be short and
C’(Vz ( you can expect to be able to leave here by 12 noon.
. g Should your enployer recuire confirmation from me I
/"’-— shail be pleased to supply it.
Mr. D. Holman,
Seaward,
5 Marsh Bungalows,
Prinsted,
Emsworth,

Hants.
4 I alsc extend e very coriial invitation for your

parents and any of your relatives end friends to attend
and witness t:e Cerecony.

Yours  Lmeasds,
e
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Crash Site Photos
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Engine wreckage being recovered from the garden of Bosham Manor House, Old Bosham.




[& Daughter's Request for Help) Beverley crash, Thorney Island, 17.05.62 - 5=t N.D.MclLeod

The daughter of the late Sgt. N.D.McLecd has posted in the hope of finding out more about
her father's military career before his untimely death im the crazh of Blackburn Beverley
XL132 off Thorney Island on the night of 17 May 1962, She was only a baby at the time and
has no recollection of her father, who was the Flight Engineer aboard the Beverley. After an
engine fire - and the subsequent loss of that engine - the Beverley failed to make the
rurvway, for an emergency landing, and crash landed in Thorney Channel. None of the crew
had time to don their lifejackets and in their attempts to get ashore, sadly =t Mcleod and
Flt. Lt. E.-T.Hollins were drowned. I'm sure that there are places, pecple and methods which
will help 5zt. Mcleod's daughter find cut maore zbout her late father. However, regrettably, |
don't know where those places or who those people or what those methods are. There may
be some on this forum who can either help by providing information or pointing to where
that information might be found. | suspect that there are other fora on which, perhaps,
requests for this information might yield more. But | don't know which those are.

20 if those in the know can specify those, I'll happily pass this information on.

May | offer my thanks, both personal and vicarious, in hope and anticipation!

(infarmation taken from Key. Aero/forum/histaric/aviation)



I was the Second Pilot in Beverley 132, that crashed that night in May 1962.
Like the trainee Captain that night, I too had been a Co-Pilot on 84 Squadron at
Khormaksar, prior to this incident. MNeither he, nor I had met the "staff Crew
Members", namely Flight Engineer, Navigator, and Signaller, before that flight.
But my wife and I do go to the Military Graveside at West Thorney about once a
year, to visit the graves of the 1.‘I.-.|'-EI who died that night. John.

[Khermaksar) was a Royal Air Force station in Aden, ¥Yemen,

(Information taken from the South East History Boards)

Bactior Bravey (3

Bartire Brvey O

|
prey R e = WY T, BVE 9T, e PN, (5 e, Demies Hesean

(Informuation taken fram UK Serigls.com)



General Characteristics of the Blackburn Beverley

Crewr: six [two pilots, flight engineer, navigator, signaller, air guartermaster)
Capacity: 80 troops or 70 paratroopers

Payload: 44,000 Ik (20,000 kg) for 200 mi (322 km)

Length: 99 ft 5 in (30.2 m)

Wingspan: 162 ft (45.4m)

Height: 38 ft 9 in (11.2 m)

Wing area: 2,916 sq ft (270.9 m‘)

Empty weight: 79,234 Ib (35,950 kg)

Loaded weight: 22,100 Ib (37,240 k)

Max. take-off weight: 135,000 Ib (61,235 kg)

Powerplant: 4 = Bristel Centaurus 173 13-cylinder radial engines, 2,850 hp (2,130 kW) each
Maximum speed: 238 mph (208 kn, 383 km/h)

Cruise spead: 173 mph (150 kn, 278 km/h) =t 8,000 ft (2,400 m)

Range: 1,300 mi (1130 nmi, 2052 km) with standard 22,000 |b (13,154 kg) payload
Rate of climb: 760 ft/min (3.2 m/s)

Wing loading: 28.2 |b/fc* (137 kg/m?)

Power/mass: 0.138 hp/lb (228 W/ kg)

Takeoff roll: 1,340 ft (410 m)

Landing roll: 920 ft (300 m)

David Alfred Holrman’s 80° Birthday, 22 March 20240.

TWE AcTunL PLAbk  Tuat
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